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What is distinctive about the cultural practice called 'literature’? How does it benefit individuals and society?
How do literary works retain their importance and their capacity to give pleasure over decades and centuries?
What constitutes responsible criticism? These are some of the questions addressed in this book, which
develops the arguments put forward in Derek Attridge's influential study The Singularity of Literature
(2004). Beginning with an extended cross-examination in the form of an interview addressing a range of
topics relating to the work of literature (understood both as the activity of the writer and as the text itself) and
the practices of literary reading and literary criticism, it asks what it meansto 'do justice to' awork of
literature, provides afull account of the concept of singularity, considers the problematic power of criticism,
and advances an account of the role of context in the writing and reading of literary works. In other chapters
it explorestheissue of cultural difference in responsesto literature, discusses the working of metaphor,
questions the attribution of knowledge to literary works, and addresses the topics of affect and hospitality.
The book follows through the consequences of regarding the singular and inventive work of literature as an
event that takes place anew each timeiit is read, providing an opening to an otherness excluded by prevailing
cultural norms and habits of thought and feeling. Although the focus of the book is on literature, the
arguments are relevant to all the arts, and engage with the thought of major aesthetic theorists in a number of
traditions.
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From reader reviews:
Michael Alvarado:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for usto understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. How about the person who don't
like reading through a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you will need this The Work of Literature.

Albert Gilchrist:

This The Work of Literature book isnot really ordinary book, you have it then the world isin your hands.
The benefit you will get by reading this book is actually information inside this book incredible fresh, you
will get details which is getting deeper a person read alot of information you will get. This particular The
Work of Literature without we recognize teach the one who examining it become critical in considering and
analyzing. Don't end up being worry The Work of Literature can bring any time you are and not make your
handbag space or bookshelves become full because you can haveit in your lovely laptop even cell phone.
This The Work of Literature having good arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not feel
uninterested in reading.

Jill Weber:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Do you know? Many alot of people spent they free time just watching TV,
or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read a book. It isreally fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the
whole day to reading a book. The book The Work of Literatureit isvery good to read. There are alot of
folks that recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have
enough space to create this book you can buy the particular e-book. Y ou can mQOore effortlessly to read this
book from a smart phone. The priceis not very costly but this book possesses high quality.

Haley Berg:

Beside that The Work of Literature in your phone, it may give you away to get closer to the new knowledge
or data. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from oven so don't always be
worry if you fedl like an previous people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have The Work of
Literature because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but
you seldom get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this with your
hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques
you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and also read it from at this point!
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