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Drawing on archival records of actual cases, this study provides a new understanding of late imperial and
Republican Chinese law. It also casts a new light on Chinese law by emphasizing rural areas and by
comparing the old and the new.

The book asks the question: What changes occurred and what remained the same in Chinese civil justice
from the Qing to the Republic? Civil justice is here interpreted to mean not only codified law but also actual
legal practice. Since the consequences of court actions frequently differed from the code’s intent, this book
also addresses the question of how legal practice mediated between code and custom. It aims to track the
developing history of the legal system and to discover what it meant in the lives of the Chinese people.

Part One covers the revising of the Qing code and the drafting of new codes, especially the Civil Code of
1929-30, the major institutional changes that preceded the promulgation of new laws, and the organizing
principles of those laws. Part Two, the main body of the text, uses case records from both the Qing and the
Republic to examine certain topics that engendered frequent litigation: conditional sales of land, topsoil
ownership, debt, old-age support, and women’s choices in marriage, divorce, and illicit sex.

The book demonstrates the contrasting logics of Qing and Republican law: of privileges granted by the
absolutist ruler versus rights independent of the will of the ruler, of a survival ethic versus a capitalist one, of
patrifamilial property versus individual property, of reciprocal parent-child support versus unidirectional
support, and of partial and limited choice for women versus independent agency. The book shows, however,
that in actual practice the new legal systems made many accommodations to traditional customs, thus
making major concessions to social realities while still holding to radically different principles.

The author demonstrates the inadequacies of a simple contrast between the Chinese legal tradition and
modernity, or between China and the West. He argues instead for paying attention to the local knowledge of
modernization and to the logics not only of the codes but also of customs and court actions. He shows,
finally, the importance of both systemic structure and individual choice for this social and cultural study of
Chinese law.
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From reader reviews:

Tammi Kendrick:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone from everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider any
time those information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource
then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Code, Custom, and Legal Practice in China: The
Qing and the Republic Compared (Law, Society, and Culture in China) as the daily resource information.

Elizabeth Ashton:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a guide you will get new information mainly because book is one of various ways to share
the information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
Code, Custom, and Legal Practice in China: The Qing and the Republic Compared (Law, Society, and
Culture in China), you are able to tells your family, friends and soon about yours book. Your knowledge can
inspire others, make them reading a reserve.

Beverly Bell:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get wide
range of stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity
have you got when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you
try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the book
you have read is Code, Custom, and Legal Practice in China: The Qing and the Republic Compared (Law,
Society, and Culture in China).

Karl Irwin:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you read a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you
have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you want
to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and also soon. The Code,
Custom, and Legal Practice in China: The Qing and the Republic Compared (Law, Society, and Culture in



China) will give you new experience in reading through a book.
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