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America’s Longest Run: A History of the Walnut Street Theatre traces the history of America’s oldest
theater. The Philadelphia landmark has been at or near the center of theatrical activity since it opened, as a
circus, on February 2, 1809. This book documents the players and productions that appeared at this venerable
house and the challenges the Walnut has faced from economic crises, changing tastes, technological
advances, and competition from new media.

The Walnut’s history is a classic American success story. Built in the early years of the nineteenth century,
the Walnut responded to the ever-changing tastes and desires of the theatergoing public. Originally operated
as a stock company, the Walnut has offered up every conceivable form of entertainment—pageantry and
spectacle, opera, melodrama, musical theater, and Shakespeare. It escaped the wrecking ball during the
Depression by operating as a burlesque house, a combination film and vaudeville house, and a Yiddish
theater, before becoming the Philadelphia headquarters for the Federal Theatre Project. Because Philadelphia
is located so close to New York City, the Walnut has served as a tryout house for many Broadway-bound
shows, including A Streetcar Named Desire, The Diary of Anne Frank, and A Raisin in the Sun. Today, the
Walnut operates as a nonprofit performing arts center. It is one of the most successful producing theaters in
the country, with more than 350,000 attending performances each year.
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From reader reviews:

Chris Robertson:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading through a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information particularly this America's Longest Run: A
History of the Walnut Street Theatre book because this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course
the details in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Ralph Capra:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
routine give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind
of reserve you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you
want really feel happy read one having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the America's
Longest Run: A History of the Walnut Street Theatre is kind of book which is giving the reader
unpredictable experience.

Ingrid Baumbach:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you read a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that
you have read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as well as soon.
The America's Longest Run: A History of the Walnut Street Theatre will give you new experience in reading
a book.

Rose Heck:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many question for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book and also novel and America's Longest Run: A History of the
Walnut Street Theatre as well as others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the
fantastic a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or maybe
students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In additional case, beside
science reserve, any other book likes America's Longest Run: A History of the Walnut Street Theatre to
make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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