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'The past is a foreign country' has become a truism, yet we often forget that the past is different from the
present in many unfamiliar ways, and historical memory is extraordinarily imperfect. We habitually think of
the European past as the history of countries which exist today - France, Germany, Britain, Russia and so on
- but often this actually obstructs our view of the past, and blunts our sensitivity to the ever-changing
political landscape. Europe's history is littered with kingdoms, duchies, empires and republics which have
now disappeared but which were once fixtures on the map of their age - 'the Empire of Aragon' which once
dominated the western Mediterranean; the Grand Duchy of Lithuania, for a time the largest country in
Europe; the successive kingdoms (and one duchy) of Burgundy, much of whose history is now half-
remembered - or half-forgotten - at best. This book shows the reader how to peer through the cracks of
mainstream history writing and listen to the echoes of lost realms across the centuries. How many British
people know that Glasgow was founded by the Welsh in a period when neither England nor Scotland
existed? How many of us will remember the former Soviet Union in a few generations' time? Will our own
United Kingdom become a distant memory too? As in his earlier celebrated books "Europe: a history" and
"The Isles", Norman Davies aims to subvert our established view of what seems familiar, and urges us to
look and think again. This stimulating surprising book, full of unexpected stories, observations and
connections, gives us a fresh and original perspective on the history of Europe.
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From reader reviews:

Lee Parkin:

This book untitled Vanished Kingdoms: the History of Half-forgotten Europe to be one of several books that
will best seller in this year, this is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit into it.
You will easily to buy this book in the book shop or you can order it by way of online. The publisher of this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this book in your
Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you to past this e-book from your list.

Michael Canton:

The particular book Vanished Kingdoms: the History of Half-forgotten Europe will bring you to the new
experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. Should you try
to find new book to read, this book very acceptable to you. The book Vanished Kingdoms: the History of
Half-forgotten Europe is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from your
official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Zoe Harris:

The book Vanished Kingdoms: the History of Half-forgotten Europe has a lot info on it. So when you make
sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was published by the very famous author.
The author makes some research previous to write this book. This book very easy to read you will get the
point easily after reading this book.

Ronald Griffin:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This specific Vanished Kingdoms: the History of Half-forgotten
Europe can give you a lot of buddies because by you looking at this one book you have issue that they don't
and make you actually more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than
different make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We need to have Vanished Kingdoms: the History
of Half-forgotten Europe.
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