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In The Pity of War, Niall Ferguson makes a simple and provocative argument: that the human atrocity known
as the Great War was entirely England’s fault. Britain, according to Ferguson, entered into war based on
naïve assumptions of German aims—and England’s entry into the war transformed a Continental conflict
into a world war, which they then badly mishandled, necessitating American involvement. The war was not
inevitable, Ferguson argues, but rather the result of the mistaken decisions of individuals who would later
claim to have been in the grip of huge impersonal forces.That the war was wicked, horrific, inhuman,is
memorialized in part by the poetry of men like Wilfred Owen and Siegfried Sassoon, but also by cold
statistics. More British soldiers were killed in the first day of the Battle of the Somme than Americans in the
Vietnam War; indeed, the total British fatalities in that single battle—some 420,000—exceeds the entire
American fatalities for both World Wars. And yet, as Ferguson writes, while the war itself was a disastrous
folly, the great majority of men who fought it did so with enthusiasm. Ferguson vividly brings back to life
this terrifying period, not through dry citation of chronological chapter and verse but through a series of
brilliant chapters focusing on key ways in which we now view the First World War.For anyone wanting to
understand why wars are fought, why men are willing to fight them, and why the world is as it is today, there
is no sharper nor more stimulating guide than Niall Ferguson’s The Pity of War.
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From reader reviews:

Velma Stuart:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book The Pity Of War: Explaining World War I. You can choose
the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. As long as we know about how is important any book The Pity
Of War: Explaining World War I. You can add information and of course you can around the world with a
book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can realize everything! From your country until
foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you can know that. In this
era, we can easily open a book or perhaps searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You should use it
when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's learn.

Fidel Auxier:

Book is actually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can realize everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book The Pity Of War: Explaining World
War I will make you to become smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about almost
everything. But some of you think that will open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not necessarily
make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or ideal book with
you?

Anita Winn:

The book The Pity Of War: Explaining World War I will bring you to definitely the new experience of
reading some sort of book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. When you try to find new
book you just read, this book very suited to you. The book The Pity Of War: Explaining World War I is
much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can
easier to read the book.

Ashley Johnson:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but additionally novel and The Pity Of War: Explaining World
War I as well as others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly great a book,
you feel would like to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher as well as students
especially. Those ebooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In other case, beside science guide, any
other book likes The Pity Of War: Explaining World War I to make your spare time much more colorful.
Many types of book like this.
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