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We live in a world of crowds and corporations, artworks and artifacts, legislatures and languages, money and
markets. These are all social objects - they are made, at least in part, by people and by communities. But
what exactly are these things? How are they made, and what is the role of people in making them?

In The Ant Trap, Brian Epstein rewrites our understanding of the nature of the social world and the
foundations of the social sciences. Epstein explains and challenges the three prevailing traditions about how
the social world is made. One tradition takes the social world to be built out of people, much as traffic is built
out of cars. A second tradition also takes people to be the building blocks of the social world, but focuses on
thoughts and attitudes we have toward one another. And a third tradition takes the social world to be a
collective projection onto the physical world. Epstein shows that these share critical flaws. Most
fundamentally, all three traditions overestimate the role of people in building the social world: they are
overly anthropocentric.

Epstein starts from scratch, bringing the resources of contemporary metaphysics to bear. In the place of
traditional theories, he introduces a model based on a new distinction between the grounds and the anchors
of social facts. Epstein illustrates the model with a study of the nature of law, and shows how to interpret the
prevailing traditions about the social world. Then he turns to social groups, and to what it means for a group
to take an action or have an intention. Contrary to the overwhelming consensus, these often depend on more
than the actions and intentions of group members.
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From reader reviews:

Billy Reynolds:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information today can get by anyone with everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider
while those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The Ant Trap: Rebuilding the Foundations of
the Social Sciences (Oxford Studies in the Philosophy of Science) as your daily resource information.

Leigh Weimer:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the concept The Ant Trap:
Rebuilding the Foundations of the Social Sciences (Oxford Studies in the Philosophy of Science) suitable to
you? The particular book was written by well-known writer in this era. Often the book untitled The Ant
Trap: Rebuilding the Foundations of the Social Sciences (Oxford Studies in the Philosophy of Science)is the
main of several books that will everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many men and women
in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know ahead of.
The author explained their idea in the simple way, so all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this
guide. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of
the world with this book.

Susan Garrard:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of various ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the character types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people. When
you read this The Ant Trap: Rebuilding the Foundations of the Social Sciences (Oxford Studies in the
Philosophy of Science), you are able to tells your family, friends and soon about yours e-book. Your
knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a publication.

Annie Fowler:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Ant Trap:



Rebuilding the Foundations of the Social Sciences (Oxford Studies in the Philosophy of Science) which is
keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.
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