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In Tourists of History, the cultural critic Marita Sturken argues that over the past two decades, Americans
have responded to national trauma through consumerism, kitsch sentiment, and tourist practices in ways that
reveal a tenacious investment in the idea of America’s innocence. Sturken investigates the consumerism that
followed from the September 11th attacks; the contentious, ongoing debates about memorials and celebrity-
architect designed buildings at Ground Zero; and two outcomes of the bombing of the Alfred P. Murrah
Federal Building in Oklahoma City: the Oklahoma City National Memorial and the execution of Timothy
McVeigh.

Sturken contends that a consumer culture of comfort objects such as World Trade Center snow globes,
FDNY teddy bears, and Oklahoma City Memorial t-shirts and branded water, as well as reenactments of
traumatic events in memorial and architectural designs, enables a national tendency to see U.S. culture as
distant from both history and world politics. A kitsch comfort culture contributes to a “tourist” relationship to
history: Americans can feel good about visiting and buying souvenirs at sites of national mourning without
having to engage with the economic, social, and political causes of the violent events. While arguing for the
importance of remembering tragic losses of life, Sturken is urging attention to a dangerous confluence—of
memory, tourism, consumerism, paranoia, security, and kitsch—that promulgates fear to sell safety, offers
prepackaged emotion at the expense of critical thought, contains alternative politics, and facilitates public
acquiescence in the federal government’s repressive measures at home and its aggressive political and
military policies abroad.
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From reader reviews:

Tamika Sheppard:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Tourists of History: Memory, Kitsch, and Consumerism
from Oklahoma City to Ground Zero. Try to stumble through book Tourists of History: Memory, Kitsch, and
Consumerism from Oklahoma City to Ground Zero as your good friend. It means that it can to become your
friend when you really feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than ever before.
Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can
know everything by the book. So , let us make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Jennifer Bell:

This Tourists of History: Memory, Kitsch, and Consumerism from Oklahoma City to Ground Zero is brand
new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information given it relief your hunger of
information. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having tiny
amount of digest in reading this Tourists of History: Memory, Kitsch, and Consumerism from Oklahoma
City to Ground Zero can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this kind of book
is easy to get by anyone. These books develop itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in
the e-book application form. People who think that in publication form make them feel tired even dizzy this
e-book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually looking
for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book sort for your better life
as well as knowledge.

Darcie Hartman:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This particular book Tourists of History: Memory, Kitsch, and
Consumerism from Oklahoma City to Ground Zero was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there.
As we know that book Tourists of History: Memory, Kitsch, and Consumerism from Oklahoma City to
Ground Zero has many kinds or style. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Detective
Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book tend to be make you
bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to
like reading that.

Michael Pabon:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the
best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is referred to as of
book Tourists of History: Memory, Kitsch, and Consumerism from Oklahoma City to Ground Zero. You can
include your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make



anyone happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one place
to other place.
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