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Martha Vicinus's subject is the middle-class English woman, the first of her sex who could afford to live on
her own earnings 'outside heterosexual domesticity or church governance.' She wanted and needed to work.
Meticulous, resonant, original, triumphant, Independent Women tells of the efforts and endurance of this
Victorian woman; of her courage and the constraints that she rejected, accepted, and created. . . . The
independent women are the 'foremothers' of any women today who seeks significant work, emotionally
satisfying friendships, and a morally charged freedom."—from the Foreword by Catharine R. Stimpson

"Feminist insight combines with vast research to produce a dramatic narrative. Independent Women
chronicles the energetic lives and imaginative communal structures invented by women who 'pioneered new
occupations, new living conditions, and new public roles.'"—Lee R. Edwards, Ms.

"Vicinus is to be congratulated for her brave and unflinching portraits of twisted spinsters as well as stolid
saints. That she stretches her net up into the '20s and covers the women's suffrage momement is a brilliant
stroke, for one may see clearly how it was possible for women to mount such an enormous and successful
political campaign."—Jane Marcus, Chicago Tribune Book World

"Vicinus' beautifully written book abounds in rich historical detail and in subtle psychological insights in the
character of its protagonists. The author understands the complexities of the interplay between economic and
social conditions, cultural values, and the aims and aspirations of individual personalities who act in history.
. . . A superb achievement."—Gerda Lerner, Reviews in American History

"Martha Vicinus has with intelligence and energy paved and landscaped the road on which scholars and
students of activist women all travel for many years."—Blanche Wiesen Cook, Women's Review of Books

"Independent Women can be read by anyone with an interest in women's history. But for all contemporary
women, unconsciously enjoying privileges and freedoms once bought so dearly, this book should be required
reading."—Catharine E. Boyd, History
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From reader reviews:

Norman Williams:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled Independent Women: Work and Community for Single Women, 1850-
1920 (Women in Culture and Society). Try to face the book Independent Women: Work and Community for
Single Women, 1850-1920 (Women in Culture and Society) as your friend. It means that it can being your
friend when you truly feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very
fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know almost
everything by the book. So , we should make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Jean Gonzales:

In other case, little individuals like to read book Independent Women: Work and Community for Single
Women, 1850-1920 (Women in Culture and Society). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a
book. So long as we know about how is important the book Independent Women: Work and Community for
Single Women, 1850-1920 (Women in Culture and Society). You can add information and of course you can
around the world by the book. Absolutely right, since from book you can learn everything! From your
country until finally foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you are
able to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or searching by internet product. It is called e-book.
You may use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's learn.

Christine Cote:

Here thing why this specific Independent Women: Work and Community for Single Women, 1850-1920
(Women in Culture and Society) are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading through a book
is good nevertheless it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as delightful as food or not.
Independent Women: Work and Community for Single Women, 1850-1920 (Women in Culture and Society)
giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no e-book that
similar with Independent Women: Work and Community for Single Women, 1850-1920 (Women in Culture
and Society). It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing this
happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere
like in recreation area, café, or even in your technique home by train. In case you are having difficulties in
bringing the branded book maybe the form of Independent Women: Work and Community for Single
Women, 1850-1920 (Women in Culture and Society) in e-book can be your option.

Diana Johnson:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really opposite



from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition info. Even you love Independent Women: Work and Community for Single
Women, 1850-1920 (Women in Culture and Society), you could enjoy both. It is great combination right,
you still wish to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout guys. What? Still
don't obtain it, oh come on its called reading friends.
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