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Monsters, ghosts, the supernatural, the fantastic, the mysterious. These are not usually considered the “ stuff”
of modernism. More often they are regarded as inconsequential to the study of the modern, or, at best, seen
as representative of traditional beliefs that are overcome and left behind in the transformation toward
modernity. In Civilization and Monsters Gerald Figal asserts that discourse on the fantastic was at the heart
of the historical configuration of Japanese modernity—that the representation of the magical and mysterious
played an integral part in the production of modernity beginning in Meiji Japan (1868-1912).

After discussing the role of the fantastic in everyday Japan at the eve of the Meiji period, Figal draws new
connections between folklorists, writers, educators, state ideologues, and policymakers, all of whom crossed
paths in a contest over supernatural terrain. He shows the ways in which a determined Meiji state was
engaged in a battle to suppress, denigrate, manipulate, or reincorporate folk belief as part of an effort toward
the consolidation of a modern national culture. Modern medicine and education, functioning as a means for
the state to exercise its power, redefined folk practices as a source of evil. Diverse local spirits were
supplanted by a new Japanese Spirit, embodied by the newly constituted emperor, the supernatural source of
the nation’ s strength. The monsters of folklore were identified, catalogued, and characterized according to a
new regime of modern reason. But whether engaged to support state power and forge a national citizenry or
to critique the arbitrary nature of that power, the fantastic, as Figal maintains, is the constant condition of
Japanese modernity in all its contradictions. Furthermore, he argues, modernity in general is born of fantasy
in ways that have scarcely been recognized.

Bringing unexplored and provocative new ideas to the Japan specialist, Civilization and Monsterswill aso
appeal to readers concerned with issues of modernity in general.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Vasguez:

Spent afree time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to test
look for book, may be the e-book untitled Civilization and Monsters: Spirits of Modernity in Meiji Japan
(Asia-Pacific) can be fine book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Lizabeth Melgar:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking Civilization and Monsters. Spirits of
Modernity in Meiji Japan (Asia-Pacific) that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by simply
reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world a
great deal better then how they react to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading behavior only
for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for al you
who want to start reading through as your good habit, you can pick Civilization and Monsters: Spirits of
Modernity in Meiji Japan (Asia-Pacific) become your starter.

Joseph Robison:

This Civilization and Monsters: Spirits of Modernity in Meiji Japan (Asia-Pacific) is fresh way for you who
has interest to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper
you onto it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this
Civilization and Monsters: Spirits of Modernity in Meiji Japan (Asia-Pacific) can be the light food to suit
your needs because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by ssmply anyone. These books
produce itsalf in the form that is reachable by anyone, sure | mean in the e-book type. People who think that
in guide form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a
reserve especialy thisone. Y ou can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actualy. So,
don't missthis! Just read this e-book variety for your better life along with knowledge.

Edward Davidson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that question
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you know
that little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. Y ou need to know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book isimportant thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. Y ou see good news or update in relation to something by book.



Many kinds of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is Civilization and Monsters. Spirits
of Modernity in Meiji Japan (Asia-Pacific).
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