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An examination of the settlement history of the alluvial bottomlands of the lower Mississippi Valley from
1880 to 1930, this study details how cotton-growers transformed the swamplands of northwestern
Mississippi, northeastern Louisiana, northeastern Arkansas, and southern Missouri into cotton fields.
Although these alluvial bottomlands contained the richest cotton soils in the American South, cotton-growers
in the Southern bottomlands faced a host of environmental problems, including dense forests, seasonal
floods, water-logged soils, poor transportation, malarial fevers and insect pests. This interdisciplinary
approach uses primary and secondary sources from the fields of history, geography, sociology, agronomy,
and ecology to fill an important gap in our knowledge of American environmental history.

Requiring laborers to clear and cultivate their lands, cotton-growers recruited black and white workers from
the upland areas of the Southern states. Growers also supported the levee districts which built imposing
embankments to hold the floodwaters in check. Canals and drainage ditches were constructed to drain the
lands, and local railways and graveled railways soon ended the area's isolation. Finally, quinine and patent
medicines would offer some relief from the malarial fevers that afflicted bottomland residents, and
commercial poisons would combat the local pests that attacked the cotton plants, including the boll weevils
which arrived in the early twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Julie Bell:

The book The Final Frontiers, 1880-1930: Settling the Southern Bottomlands (Contributions in American
History) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why
must we leave a good thing like a book The Final Frontiers, 1880-1930: Settling the Southern Bottomlands
(Contributions in American History)? A few of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that
book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge
or information that you take for that, you could give for each other; you can share all of these. Book The
Final Frontiers, 1880-1930: Settling the Southern Bottomlands (Contributions in American History) has
simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can seem the enormous
world by start and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Jerry Rivera:

The event that you get from The Final Frontiers, 1880-1930: Settling the Southern Bottomlands
(Contributions in American History) is the more deep you searching the information that hide inside the
words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but The
Final Frontiers, 1880-1930: Settling the Southern Bottomlands (Contributions in American History) giving
you thrill feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood
by simply anyone who read the item because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This
specific book also makes your vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go
together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having that The Final
Frontiers, 1880-1930: Settling the Southern Bottomlands (Contributions in American History) instantly.

Mark Guerrero:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the name The Final Frontiers,
1880-1930: Settling the Southern Bottomlands (Contributions in American History) suitable to you? The
actual book was written by famous writer in this era. The particular book untitled The Final Frontiers, 1880-
1930: Settling the Southern Bottomlands (Contributions in American History)is a single of several books in
which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read
this book you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their
strategy in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to recognise the core of this book. This book will
give you a large amount of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the
world on this book.

Kaye Reynolds:

The book untitled The Final Frontiers, 1880-1930: Settling the Southern Bottomlands (Contributions in
American History) contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy



technique. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read it.
The book was published by famous author. The author will take you in the new period of literary works. You
can read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book inside
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-
site and also order it. Have a nice study.
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