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In the past, when sport simply excluded girls, the equation of males with active athletic power and of females
with weakness and passivity seemed to come easily, almost naturally. Now, however, with girls' and
women's dramatic movement into sport, the process of exclusion has become a bit subtler, a bit more
complicated-and yet, as Michael Messner shows us in this provocative book, no less effective. In Taking the
Field, Messner argues that despite profound changes, the world of sport largely retains and continues its
longtime conservative role in gender relations.

To explore the current paradoxes of gender in sport, Messner identifies and investigates three levels at which
the "center" of sport is constructed: the day-to-day practices of sport participants, the structured rules and
hierarchies of sport institutions, and the dominant symbols and belief systems transmitted by the major sports
media. Using these insights, he analyzes a moment of gender construction in the lives of four- and five-year-
old children at a soccer opening ceremony, the way men's violence is expressed through sport, the interplay
of financial interests and dominant men's investment in maintaining the status quo in the face of recent
challenges, and the cultural imagery at the core of sport, particularly televised sports. Through these
examinations Messner lays bare the practices and ideas that buttress-as well as those that seek to disrupt-the
masculine center of sport.

Taking the Field exposes the subtle and not-so-subtle ways in which men and women collectively construct
gender through their interactions-interactions contextualized in the institutions and symbols of sport.

Michael A. Messner is professor of sociology and gender studies at the University of Southern California.
His previous books include Power at Play: Sports and the Problem of Masculinity (1995) and Politics of
Masculinities: Men in Movements (1997).
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From reader reviews:

Angel Garcia:

Taking the Field: Women, Men, and Sports can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Many of us
recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in
language, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The copy writer giving
his/her effort to get every word into delight arrangement in writing Taking the Field: Women, Men, and
Sports but doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource data
that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can drawn you into completely new stage of
crucial considering.

Jewel Williams:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Taking the Field: Women, Men, and
Sports guide written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that could be understand by
anyone who have read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and writing skill
only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still uncertainty Taking the Field: Women, Men, and Sports
as good book not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one publication that can break don't
ascertain book by its cover, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on
your looking at sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Whitney Mallard:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find
reserve that need more time to be read. Taking the Field: Women, Men, and Sports can be your answer as it
can be read by a person who have those short free time problems.

Karen Bergeron:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library or to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart
and soul or real their pastime. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along with
can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know
that on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this Taking the Field: Women, Men, and Sports can make you experience more interested to
read.
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