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A survey of the quirks and quandaries of the English language, focusing on our strange and wonderful
grammar

Why do we say “I am reading a catalog” instead of “I read a catalog”? Why do we say “do” at all? Is the way
we speak a reflection of our cultural values? Delving into these provocative topics and more, Our
Magnificent Bastard Language distills hundreds of years of fascinating lore into one lively history.

Covering such turning points as the little-known Celtic and Welsh influences on English, the impact of the
Viking raids and the Norman Conquest, and the Germanic invasions that started it all during the fifth century
ad, John McWhorter narrates this colorful evolution with vigor. Drawing on revolutionary genetic and
linguistic research as well as a cache of remarkable trivia about the origins of English words and syntax
patterns, Our Magnificent Bastard Tongue ultimately demonstrates the arbitrary, maddening nature of
English— and its ironic simplicity due to its role as a streamlined lingua franca during the early formation of
Britain. This is the book that language aficionados worldwide have been waiting for (and no, it’s not a sin to
end a sentence with a preposition).
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Adams:

This Our Magnificent Bastard Tongue: The Untold History of English usually are reliable for you who want
to be a successful person, why. The reason why of this Our Magnificent Bastard Tongue: The Untold History
of English can be on the list of great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple
studying food but feed you actually with information that possibly will shock your prior knowledge. This
book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and
printed versions. Beside that this Our Magnificent Bastard Tongue: The Untold History of English giving
you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we all know it
useful in your day task. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Tanya Minor:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to share
the information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to imagine the story
how the characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
Our Magnificent Bastard Tongue: The Untold History of English, it is possible to tells your family, friends
along with soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a e-book.

Randal Revilla:

Beside this Our Magnificent Bastard Tongue: The Untold History of English in your phone, it may give you
a way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you might got
here is fresh from the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow community. It
is good thing to have Our Magnificent Bastard Tongue: The Untold History of English because this book
offers to you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you do not get what it's about. Oh come
on, that will not end up to happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be
questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book in addition
to read it from at this point!

Theresa Walker:

Guide is one of source of understanding. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen have to have book to know the update information of year for you to year. As we
know those publications have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can also bring us to around
the world. Through the book Our Magnificent Bastard Tongue: The Untold History of English we can get
more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To become creative person must love to read a book.



Merely choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with this
book Our Magnificent Bastard Tongue: The Untold History of English. You can more pleasing than now.
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