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What motivates those few scientists who rise above their peers to achieve breakthrough discoveries? This
book examines the careers of fifteen eminent scientists who achieved some of the most notable discoveries
of the past century, providing an insider’s perspective on the history of twentieth century science based on
these engaging personality profiles. They include:

• Dan Shechtman, the 2011 Nobel laureate and discoverer of quasicrystals;
• James D. Watson, the Nobel laureate and codiscoverer of the double helix structure of DNA;
• Linus Pauling, the Nobel laureate remembered most for his work on the structure of proteins;
• Edward Teller, a giant of the 20th century who accomplished breakthroughs in understanding of nuclear
fusion;
• George Gamow, a pioneering scientist who devised the initially ridiculed and now accepted Big Bang.

In each case, the author has uncovered a singular personality characteristic, motivational factor, or
circumstance that, in addition to their extraordinary drive and curiosity, led these scientists to make
outstanding contributions. For example, Gertrude B. Elion, who discovered drugs that saved millions of
lives, was motivated to find new medications after the deaths of her grandfather and later her fiancé. F.
Sherwood Rowland, who stumbled upon the environmental harm caused by chlorofluorocarbons, eventually
felt a moral imperative to become an environmental activist. Rosalyn Yalow, the codiscoverer of the
radioimmunoassay always felt she had to prove herself in the face of prejudice against her as a woman.

These and many more fascinating revelations make this a must-read for everyone who wants to know what
traits and circumstances contribute to a person’s becoming the scientist who makes the big breakthrough.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Young:

This Drive and Curiosity: What Fuels the Passion for Science tend to be reliable for you who want to be
considered a successful person, why. The explanation of this Drive and Curiosity: What Fuels the Passion for
Science can be one of the great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading food
but feed you actually with information that probably will shock your before knowledge. This book is
definitely handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed
ones. Beside that this Drive and Curiosity: What Fuels the Passion for Science forcing you to have an
enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that could it useful
in your day activity. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Karen Horton:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Drive and Curiosity: What Fuels the Passion for
Science, you can enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hangout
type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Ashley Johnson:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this publication. This Drive and Curiosity: What
Fuels the Passion for Science is simple to create you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and soon. If
you did not have much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make
you quicker to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Shane Dagostino:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or even
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart or real
their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and can't
see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know
that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this Drive and Curiosity: What Fuels the Passion for Science can make you sense more interested
to read.
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