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An epic struggle over land, water, and power is erupting in the American West and the halls of Washington,
DC. It began when a 4,000-square-mile area of Arizona desert called Black Mesa was divided between the
Hopi and Navajo tribes. To the outside world, it was a land struggle between two fractious Indian tribes; to
political insiders and energy corporations, it was a divide-and-conquer play for the 21 billion tons of coal
beneath Black Mesa. Today, that coal powers cheap electricity for Los Angeles, a new water aqueduct into
Phoenix, and the neon dazzle of Las Vegas.

Journalist and historian Judith Nies has been tracking this story for nearly four decades. She follows the
money and tells us the true story of wealth and water, mendacity, and corruption at the highest levels of
business and government. Amid the backdrop of the breathtaking desert landscape, Unreal City shows five
cultures colliding—Hopi, Navajo, global energy corporations, Mormons, and US government
agencies—resulting in a battle over resources and the future of the West.

Las Vegas may attract 39 million visitors a year, but the tourists mesmerized by the dancing water fountains
at the Bellagio don’t ask where the water comes from. They don’t see a city with the nation’s highest rates of
foreclosure, unemployment, and suicide. They don’t see the astonishing drop in the water level of Lake
Mead—where Sin City gets 90 percent of its water supply.

Nies shows how the struggle over Black Mesa lands is an example of a global phenomenon in which giant
transnational corporations have the power to separate indigenous people from their energy-rich lands with
the help of host governments. Unreal City explores how and why resources have been taken from native
lands, what it means in an era of climate change, and why, in this city divorced from nature, the only thing
more powerful than money is water.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Collins:

This book untitled Unreal City: Las Vegas, Black Mesa, and the Fate of the West to be one of several books
this best seller in this year, that is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You
will easily to buy this book in the book store or you can order it through online. The publisher of this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Smartphone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this book from your list.

Randall Hernandez:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that need more time to
be study. Unreal City: Las Vegas, Black Mesa, and the Fate of the West can be your answer since it can be
read by a person who have those short time problems.

Pamelia Thompson:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to your account is Unreal City: Las Vegas, Black Mesa, and the Fate of the West this
publication consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This kind of book was
represented how do the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer require to explain it is easy to
understand. The actual writer made some analysis when he makes this book. This is why this book suitable
all of you.

Christine Smith:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you
also know that little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to add you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually Unreal City:
Las Vegas, Black Mesa, and the Fate of the West.
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