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Traditional understandings of the genesis of the separation of church and state rest on assumptions about
"Enlightenment" and the republican ethos of citizenship. In The Religious Roots of the First Amendment,
Nicholas P. Miller does not seek to dislodge that interpretation but to augment and enrich it by recovering its
cultural and discursive religious contexts--specifically the discourse of Protestant dissent. He argues that
commitments by certain dissenting Protestants to the right of private judgment in matters of Biblical
interpretation, an outgrowth of the doctrine of the priesthood of all believers, helped promote religious
disestablishment in the early modern West.

This movement climaxed in the disestablishment of religion in the early American colonies and nation.
Miller identifies a continuous strand of this religious thought from the Protestant Reformation, across
Europe, through the English Reformation, Civil War, and Restoration, into the American colonies. He
examines seven key thinkers who played a major role in the development of this religious trajectory as it
came to fruition in American political and legal history: William Penn, John Locke, Elisha Williams, Isaac
Backus, William Livingston, John Witherspoon, and James Madison.

Miller shows that the separation of church and state can be read, most persuasively, as the triumph of a
particular strand of Protestant nonconformity-that which stretched back to the Puritan separatist and the
Restoration sects, rather than to those, like Presbyterians, who sought to replace the "wrong" church
establishment with their own, "right" one. The Religious Roots of the First Amendment contributes
powerfully to the current trend among some historians to rescue the eighteenth-century clergymen and
religious controversialists from the enormous condescension of posterity.
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From reader reviews:

Diana Ham:

Now a day those who Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Religious Roots of the First
Amendment: Dissenting Protestants and the Separation of Church and State book because this book offers
you rich details and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in
it as you know.

Breanne Gardner:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Religious Roots of the
First Amendment: Dissenting Protestants and the Separation of Church and State, you could enjoy both. It is
excellent combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind
hangout folks. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Jane Turcotte:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know
everything you want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This reserve The Religious Roots of the First Amendment: Dissenting Protestants and the
Separation of Church and State was filled in relation to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge
about your scientific research competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading the book. If you
know how big benefit from a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like now,
many ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Donald Spada:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is written or printed or created from each source that filled update of news. With this
modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social just
like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just searching for the
The Religious Roots of the First Amendment: Dissenting Protestants and the Separation of Church and State
when you necessary it?
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