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In Shopping for Pleasure, Erika Rappaport reconstructs London's Victorian and Edwardian West End as an
entertainment and retail center. In this neighborhood of stately homes, royal palaces, and spacious parks and
squares, a dramatic transformation unfolded that ultimately changed the meaning of femininity and the lives
of women, shaping their experience of modernity. Rappaport illuminates the various forces of the period that
encouraged and discouraged women's enjoyment of public life and particularly shows how shopping came to
be seen as the quintessential leisure activity for middle- and upper-class women. Through extensive histories
of department stores, women's magazines, clubs, teashops, restaurants, and the theater as interwoven sites of
consumption, Shopping for Pleasure uncovers how a new female urban culture emerged before and after the
turn of the twentieth century.

Moving beyond the question of whether shopping promoted or limited women's freedom, the author draws
on diverse sources to explore how business practices, legal decisions, and cultural changes affected women
in the market. In particular, she focuses on how and why stores presented themselves as pleasurable, secure
places for the urban woman, in some cases defining themselves as instrumental to civic improvement and
women's emancipation. Rappaport also considers such influences as merchandizing strategies, credit
policies, changes in public transportation, feminism, and the financial balance of power within the home.
Shopping for Pleasure is thus both a social and cultural history of the West End, but on a broader scale it
reveals the essential interplay between the rise of consumer society, the birth of modern femininity, and the
making of contemporary London.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Jones:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people have
do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by simply
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain than other is high. For
you personally who want to start reading the book, we give you this particular Shopping for Pleasure:
Women in the Making of London's West End. book as basic and daily reading publication. Why, because
this book is usually more than just a book.

Traci Daniels:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside
the book that improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education books but if you want feel happy read one
together with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual Shopping for Pleasure: Women in
the Making of London's West End. is kind of book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Steven Thomas:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This particular Shopping for Pleasure: Women in the
Making of London's West End. can give you a lot of close friends because by you investigating this one book
you have thing that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This specific book can be
one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't
understand, by knowing more than various other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let us
have Shopping for Pleasure: Women in the Making of London's West End..

Stephen Comerford:

That book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Shopping for Pleasure: Women in the Making of
London's West End. was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Shopping for
Pleasure: Women in the Making of London's West End. has many kinds or type. Start from kids until
adolescents. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the
character on there. Therefore , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy,
fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading that.
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