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No writer's work has been studied more closely or often than the plays of William Shakespeare, that master
of language and peerless explorer of the human heart. Books about him number in the thousands, yet
Shakespeare, Persia, and the East brings a truly fresh perspective to his genius. In the three dozen plays he
composed between 1590 and 1612, Shakespeare ranged far and wide in his imagination, setting some of his
tales in places as varied as Denmark, Venice and Athens while drawing on a rich array of imagery and lore
from lands further east. This remarkable book by a lifelong student of Shakespeare Cyrus Ghani reveals how
rich a source of inspiration those exotic Eastern realms were for the playwright. Elizabethan England was
especially fascinated by Persia, whose deep-rooted culture was then flourishing under the Safavid dynasty.
An Englishman first visited there in 1562, two years before Shakespeare s birth. More contacts between
England and Persia followed, prompted by hopes of a lucrative trading relationship and a possible military
alliance against the Ottoman Turks. A pair of English adventurers, Anthony and Robert Sherley, spent years
attempting to establish these ties, not always scrupulously, and their story was well known to England s
greatest dramatist. To illuminate the creative uses Shakespeare made of the East, this book first looks at the
life of the playwright himself, then at the dynasties that did so much to shape England and Persia in that
tumultuous age. Other sections in the book profile key figures in the efforts to forge a connection between
the two lands, with particular focus on the colorful Sherleys and their fatally ambitious sponsor, the Earl of
Essex a great admirer of Shakespeare. The final section of the book briefly describes the plays and cites their
many allusions to the East testimony that this literary giant was very much a man of his time.
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From reader reviews:

Bonnie Fernandez:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book Shakespeare, Persia, & the East. You can choose
the best book if you like reading a book. So long as we know about how is important a book Shakespeare,
Persia, & the East. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by way of a book.
Absolutely right, simply because from book you can understand everything! From your country right up until
foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you can know that. In this
era, you can open a book or perhaps searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You may use it when
you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's study.

Maria Abel:

This book untitled Shakespeare, Persia, & the East to be one of several books in which best seller in this
year, honestly, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to
buy this specific book in the book retail outlet or you can order it through online. The publisher of this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smart phone. So
there is no reason to your account to past this book from your list.

Stephen Hawkins:

The particular book Shakespeare, Persia, & the East has a lot associated with on it. So when you make sure
to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous author. The writer
makes some research previous to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you may get the point
easily after looking over this book.

Douglas Anderson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is Shakespeare, Persia, &
the East.
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