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Fashion is at once a familiar yet mysteriously elite world that we all experience, whether we’re buying a new
pair of jeans, reading Vogue, or watching the latest episode of Project Runway. Lars Svendsen dives into that
world in Fashion, exploring the myths, ideas, and history that make up haute couture, the must-have trends
over the centuries, and the very concept of fashion itself.

Fashion opens with an exploration of all the possible meanings encompassed by the word “fashion,” as
Svendsen probes its elusive place in art, politics, and history. Ultimately, however, he focuses on the most
common use of the term: clothing. With his trademark dry wit, he deftly dismantles many of the axioms of
the industry and its supporters. For example, he points out that some of the latest fashions shown on runways
aren’t actually “fashionable” in any sense of the word, arguing that they’re more akin to modern art works,
and he argues against the increasingly prevalent idea that plastic surgery and body modification are part of a
new wave of consumerism. Svendsen draws upon the writings of thinkers from Adam Smith to Roland
Barthes to analyze fashion as both a historical phenomenon and a philosophy of aesthetics. He also traces the
connections between the concepts of fashion and modernity and ultimately considers the importance of
evolving fashions to such fields as art, politics, and philosophy.

Whether critiquing a relentless media culture that promotes perfect bodies or parsing the never-ending debate
over the merits of conformity versus individual style, Lars Svendsen offers an engaging and intriguing
analysis of fashion and the motivations behind its constant pursuit of the new.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Goldstein:

The book Fashion: A Philosophy will bring one to the new experience of reading the book. The author style
to explain the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to see, this book very suitable to you. The
book Fashion: A Philosophy is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book in the
official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Maria Smith:

The actual book Fashion: A Philosophy has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this
book you can get a lot of profit. The book was published by the very famous author. This articles author
makes some research ahead of write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can find the point
easily after reading this book.

Margaret Phillips:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that usually
you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really opposite from that.
One activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have been
ride on and with addition info. Even you love Fashion: A Philosophy, it is possible to enjoy both. It is great
combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout
people. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Richard McCormick:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This particular Fashion: A Philosophy can give you a lot of close
friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have matter that they don't and make an individual
more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you
information that might be your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than other make you to be great
persons. So , why hesitate? We need to have Fashion: A Philosophy.
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