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The second edition of this successful urban studies text has been fully updated to highlight issues facing
cities in an ever-shrinking global society. Skillfully blending perspectives from the social sciences with
insights from the visual arts and humanities, this lively and imaginative text provides a comprehensive
introduction to cities and how they work. Focusing on the U.S. city, it covers the major traditional topics,
including urbanization and suburbanization, the two faces of community, spatial and social structure,
economic base, and decision-making. In addition, the revised edition treats such specialized topics as
personal space, and the impact of new technologies on architecture and politics.
Phillips takes the point of view that what you see depends on how you look at it and how you define an
urban problem determines its solution. In systematic fashion, she shows how scholarly controversy and
public debates over urban policy are rooted in deep-seated differences: differences in political ideologies,
research methods, theoretical orientations, academic disciplines, and/or levels of analysis.
Phillips starts from several basic premises: no one has cornered the truth about cities (or anything else); even
the loneliest town is linked in a worldwide system due to the urban-global interlock, and things urban-
suburban are best understood in a broader context from an interdisciplinary outlook.
The book offers numerous case studies, photoessays, examples, and firsthand accounts of such interesting
and timely subjects as ethnic identity, ZIP codes as neighborhoods, big cities in poor countries, women's
space, alternative urban-suburban futures, multiculturalism, temporary or contingent work, the entanglement
of race and class, gated communities, and local fiscal crisis, placing these issues in broad analytical contexts.
Developed and tested in the classroom, this rich and highly readable text features a wide range of illustrative
materials and learning aids. Projects in each chapter and the books evenhanded approach to a variety of
perspectives encourage students to develop their personal acquaintance with and knowledge about urban life.
Excerpts from classic works, lists of key terms, and suggestions for further learning make this book a
valuable tool for students in urban studies and a variety of urban-oriented courses, particularly urban
sociology, city planning, urban politics, and urban history.
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From reader reviews:

Nellie Davis:

This City Lights: Urban-Suburban Life in the Global Society book is simply not ordinary book, you have it
then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is definitely information inside
this book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will
get. This specific City Lights: Urban-Suburban Life in the Global Society without we comprehend teach the
one who looking at it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't become worry City Lights: Urban-
Suburban Life in the Global Society can bring once you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves'
grow to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cell phone. This City Lights: Urban-
Suburban Life in the Global Society having great arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not
truly feel uninterested in reading.

Brandon Harmon:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys this particular aren't like that. This City Lights: Urban-Suburban Life in the Global Society
book is readable by means of you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the information here are
arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to provide
to you. The writer associated with City Lights: Urban-Suburban Life in the Global Society content conveys
thinking easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content
material but it just different available as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking City Lights: Urban-Suburban
Life in the Global Society is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Erica Clark:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they
will get lots of stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading textbooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, typically the book you
have read is usually City Lights: Urban-Suburban Life in the Global Society.

Candy Dixon:

The book untitled City Lights: Urban-Suburban Life in the Global Society contain a lot of information on the
item. The writer explains your ex idea with easy means. The language is very simple to implement all the
people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was compiled by famous
author. The author will bring you in the new period of time of literary works. You can easily read this book
because you can please read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book inside anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site as well as order it. Have a



nice go through.
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