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There's more than meets the eye in the fiction of the master of the espionage thriller Robert Ludlum. In a
study that examines seventeen of Ludlum's novels in depth, including the latest, The Apocalypse Watch
(1995), Macdonald uncovers the serious themes running through the novels: the role of the individual in
preserving democracy, the value of competing voices, the failure of educational institutions to preserve
ideals, the temptations of power, the importance of personal loyalties in the face of impersonal organizations,
and the nature of evil. She shows how Ludlum's novels are valuable in helping us to understand modern
paranoia—our fear of conspiracies, terrorism, barbarism, and intolerance. A personal interview granted by
Ludlum for this book illuminates the influences on his craft, especially his long experience in the theater,
which affects his sense of pacing, characterization, humor, and suspense.

After an initial biographical chapter, Macdonald examines Ludlum's literary roots in suspense novels and
discusses the genre. Each succeeding chapter examines a group of his novels tied together thematically or, in
the case of the Bourne series, by recurring characters. The discussion of each novel is organized into sections
on plot and structure, character, and theme, and features an alternate critical interpretation, such as Freudian,
Marxist, or reader response criticism, which offers the reader another fresh perspective from which to
examine the concerns of the novel. Novels covered in depth are: Trevayne, The Cry of the Halidon, The
Scarlatti Inheritance, The Rhinemann Exchange, The Gemini Contenders, The Holcroft Covenant, The Road
to Gandolfo, The Road to Omaha, The Bourne Identity, The Bourne Supremacy, The Bourne Ultimatum, The
Matarese Circle, The Parsifal Mosaic, The Aquitaine Progression, The Icarus Agenda, The Scorpio Illusion,
and The Apocalypse Watch. This critical companion includes an up-to-date bibliography of all of Ludlum's
published works, as well as selected reviews of all works examined in this study.
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From reader reviews:

Karole Standley:

Book is actually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A publication Robert Ludlum: A Critical Companion
(Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) will make you to be smarter. You can feel a lot
more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think this open or reading a new book
make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you looking for best
book or suitable book with you?

Jesus Loveless:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you want something to
explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't have spare
time to complete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have time? What
did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They should answer that question due to the fact just their
can do in which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct. Because
start from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular Robert Ludlum: A Critical Companion
(Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) to read.

Avery Thomas:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Robert Ludlum: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular
Contemporary Writers) book is readable by means of you who hate the straight word style. You will find the
data here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge
that want to give to you. The writer involving Robert Ludlum: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions
to Popular Contemporary Writers) content conveys the idea easily to understand by a lot of people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different in the form of it. So , do you
even now thinking Robert Ludlum: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary
Writers) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Millie Goodman:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find publication that
need more time to be learn. Robert Ludlum: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular
Contemporary Writers) can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you who have those short free
time problems.
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