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This collection of oral folklore from coastal Georgia was assembled during the 1930s as part of a WPA
writers' program, under the supervision of Mary Granger. The accounts in this book, framed by colorful
descriptions of the rural locales where they were collected, were principally from elderly African-Americans,
some of them centarians. Most had been slaves. In some cases they had known first generation slaves who
had been born in Africa. This book focuses on a set of beliefs and magical practices (some of which are
today known as 'Hoodoo'), including root doctoring, the existence of spirits, talismans, lucky and unlucky
acts and omens and more. The interviewer also investigates the use of drums and dancing during
celebrations, funeral and baptism rituals, food taboos, and other aspects of folklore and ethnology. This study
dispels any lingering doubt that these beliefs are derived directly from Africa--it exhaustively cross-
references the narratives with an appendix of quotes from African ethnographers, folklorists and explorers.
Do not be put off by the use of phonetic dialect spelling. This is not being used here to belittle the speakers
or cast them as ignorant. Rather, this book is scrupulously non-judgmental. This is simply how oral accounts
were transcribed before there were portable tape recorders or camcorders. It takes a bit of work, but after a
few pages, these potent and long-dead voices come to life. John Bruno Hare, March 23, 2007
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From reader reviews:

Russell Hardison:

The book Drums and Shadows: Survival Studies among the Georgia Coastal Negroes gives you the sense of
being enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can
being your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem together with your subject. If you
can make reading through a book Drums and Shadows: Survival Studies among the Georgia Coastal Negroes
to become your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge
about several or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open and read a e-book Drums and
Shadows: Survival Studies among the Georgia Coastal Negroes. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that,
science reserve or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this publication?

Helen Velez:

Here thing why this Drums and Shadows: Survival Studies among the Georgia Coastal Negroes are different
and dependable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content than it
which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Drums and Shadows: Survival Studies among the Georgia
Coastal Negroes giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any publication out there
but there is no publication that similar with Drums and Shadows: Survival Studies among the Georgia
Coastal Negroes. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing this
happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in park,
café, or even in your method home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the printed
book maybe the form of Drums and Shadows: Survival Studies among the Georgia Coastal Negroes in e-
book can be your alternate.

Willie Collins:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Drums and Shadows: Survival Studies among the Georgia Coastal Negroes book is
readable by simply you who hate those straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for
enjoyable looking at experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you.
The writer involving Drums and Shadows: Survival Studies among the Georgia Coastal Negroes content
conveys prospect easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
content material but it just different by means of it. So , do you even now thinking Drums and Shadows:
Survival Studies among the Georgia Coastal Negroes is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Robin Lawrence:

This book untitled Drums and Shadows: Survival Studies among the Georgia Coastal Negroes to be one of
several books that best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this reserve you can get a
lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book shop or you can order it by means



of online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you
can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you to past this publication from your list.
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