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War and the Iliad is a perfect introduction to the range of Homer's art as well as a provocative and rewarding
demonstration of the links between literature, philosophy, and questions of life and death.

Simone Weil's The Iliad, or the Poem of Force is one of her most celebrated works--an inspired analysis of
Homer's epic that presents a nightmare vision of combat as a machine in which all humanity is lost. First
published on the eve of war in 1939, the essay has often been read as a pacifist manifesto. Rachel Bespaloff
was a French contemporary of Weil's whose work similarly explored the complex relations between
literature, religion, and philosophy. She composed her own distinctive discussion of the Iliad in the midst of
World War II--calling it "her method of facing the war"--and, as Christopher Benfey argues in his
introduction, the essay was very probably written in response to Weil. Bespaloff's account of the Iliad brings
out Homer's novelistic approach to character and the existential drama of his characters' choices; it is
marked, too, by a tragic awareness of how the Iliad speaks to times and places where there is no hope apart
from war.

This edition brings together these two influential essays for the first time, accompanied by Benfey's scholarly
introduction and an afterword by the great Austrian novelist Hermann Broch.
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From reader reviews:

Enrique Myers:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they take because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't like examining a
book? Sometime, man feel need book whenever they found difficult problem as well as exercise. Well,
probably you should have this War and the Iliad.

Martha Albarado:

The reserve untitled War and the Iliad is the e-book that recommended to you to learn. You can see the
quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you actually. The language that writer use to explained
their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, hence the
information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of War and the Iliad
from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Anne Hernandez:

The book untitled War and the Iliad contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains your ex idea
with easy technique. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy
to read this. The book was compiled by famous author. The author brings you in the new period of time of
literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or device, so you can
read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official
web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice learn.

Gale Coachman:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update of
news. On this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
looking for the War and the Iliad when you needed it?
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