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When one thinks of American Drama, names like Eugene O'Neill, Arthur Miller, and Tennessee Williams
readily come to mind. However, as The Oxford Handbook of American Drama shows, the U.S. has a deep
and varied tradition that extends back to the years before the Revolutionary War. The essays gathered here
trace U.S dramatic history, ranging from plays by Mercy Otis Warren to Tony Kushner.

The volume opens with an exploration of the trials and tribulations of strolling players in the colonial era,
before shifting to a discussion of the ways plays were deployed for political ends during the Revolution,
most notably by the patriot Mercy Otis Warren. The narrative extends to the post-Revolutionary period when
plays were used as vehicles to promote republican virtue. Contributors also explore the vibrant drama to
emerge during the nineteenth century, when blackface performers and stars such as Edwin Forrest, Charlotte
Cushman, and Edwin Booth dominated the stage. The period also witnessed the arrival of the first piece of
musical theater, The Black Crook, which is productively situated in a musical tradition that extends to
Rodgers and Hammerstein. The Handbook offers a complex treatment of melodrama - the most popular
genre of the century. The volume traces the rise of the country's first black acting company in the 1820s, as
well as the growing number of ethnic characters presented on the stage. Several of the contributors also
highlight the role of women playwrights such as Anna Cora Mowatt in the development of American drama.

At the turn of the twentieth century, the Provincetown Players helped to usher in the era of modern drama,
which allowed playwrights such as Eugene O'Neill, Susan Glaspell, and Edna St. Vincent Millay to
experiment with the form and attempt topics regarded as taboo at the time. As melodrama gave way to
realism, exemplified in the work of O'Neill and Rachel Crothers, other dramatic techniques such as
naturalism and expressionism were introduced to the stage. Other topics covered in the Handbook include:
the political plays of Arthur Miller; the major freedoms brought to the American stage since the 1960s; the
new generation of playwrights, such as Tony Kushner and Harvey Fierstein, who created plays dealing
explicitly with topics like AIDS and homosexuality; and the rich genealogy of the African American family
play in works by Lorraine Hansberry, August Wilson, and Suzan-Lori Parks. The volume concludes with the
bold performance art of the Living Theatre and the new multiculturalism that arrived on the contemporary
stage, with various ethnic communities --Mexicans, Puerto Ricans, Asians, and Native Americans-becoming
the focus of the action.  The Oxford Handbook of American Drama presents a comprehensive introduction to
the form in all its guises.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Robinette:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled The Oxford Handbook of American Drama (Oxford Handbooks).
Try to face the book The Oxford Handbook of American Drama (Oxford Handbooks) as your good friend. It
means that it can to get your friend when you truly feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter
than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you far more confidence because you can
know almost everything by the book. So , let me make new experience in addition to knowledge with this
book.

Johnna Chapin:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right
now, people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded
place and notice through surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item
for a while is reading. Yep, by reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to remain
than other is high. In your case who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of The Oxford
Handbook of American Drama (Oxford Handbooks) book as basic and daily reading reserve. Why, because
this book is greater than just a book.

Jerri Montgomery:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress.
Some of you maybe will certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit
your needs but the problems coming to a person is you don't know which one you should start with. This The
Oxford Handbook of American Drama (Oxford Handbooks) is our recommendation to make you keep up
with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Sam Dickson:

Many people spending their period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Oxford
Handbook of American Drama (Oxford Handbooks) which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's find.
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