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Affirmative action has been fiercely debated for more than a quarter of a century, producing much partisan
literature, but little serious scholarship and almost nothing on its cultural and political origins. The Ironies of
Affirmative Action is the first book-length, comprehensive, historical account of the development of
affirmative action.

Analyzing both the resistance from the Right and the support from the Left, Skrentny brings to light the
unique moral culture that has shaped the affirmative action debate, allowing for starkly different policies for
different citizens. He also shows, through an analysis of historical documents and court rulings, the complex
and intriguing political circumstances which gave rise to these controversial policies.

By exploring the mystery of how it took less than five years for a color-blind policy to give way to one that
explicitly took race into account, Skrentny uncovers and explains surprising ironies: that affirmative action
was largely created by white males and initially championed during the Nixon administration; that many
civil rights leaders at first avoided advocacy of racial preferences; and that though originally a political
taboo, almost no one resisted affirmative action.

With its focus on the historical and cultural context of policy elites, The Ironies of Affirmative Action
challenges dominant views of policymaking and politics.
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From reader reviews:

Courtney Cook:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the guide entitled The Ironies of Affirmative Action: Politics, Culture, and
Justice in America (Morality and Society). Try to face the book The Ironies of Affirmative Action: Politics,
Culture, and Justice in America (Morality and Society) as your pal. It means that it can being your friend
when you truly feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very
fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know everything by
the book. So , let's make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Sonia Cramer:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the world,
what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great and important the book The Ironies of Affirmative Action: Politics,
Culture, and Justice in America (Morality and Society). All type of book is it possible to see on many
sources. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Fernando Minaya:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them household
or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here is look different you
can read some sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you
can spent all day long to reading a guide. The book The Ironies of Affirmative Action: Politics, Culture, and
Justice in America (Morality and Society) it is rather good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended
this book. They were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to bring this book you
can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is
not too costly but this book possesses high quality.

Dale Vaught:

The book untitled The Ironies of Affirmative Action: Politics, Culture, and Justice in America (Morality and
Society) contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains her idea with easy technique. The
language is very clear to see all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read that. The book
was authored by famous author. The author provides you in the new period of time of literary works. You
can actually read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read
the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open



their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice study.
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