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The symbolic value of targets is what differentiates terrorism from other forms of extreme violence.
Terrorism is designed to inflict deep psychological wounds on an enemy rather than demolish its material
ability to fight. The September 11, 2001 attacks, for example, demonstrated the power of symbolism. The
World Trade Center was targeted by Al Qaeda because the Twin Towers epitomized Western civilization,
U.S. imperialism, financial success, modernity, and freedom.

The symbolic character of terrorism is the focus of this textbook. A comprehensive analysis, it incorporates
descriptions, definitions, case studies, and theories. Each chapter focuses on a specific dimension of
symbolism in terrorism and explains the contexts and processes that involve the main actors as well as the
symbolism of both the purposes and targets of terrorism. Also discussed are new religious movements, which
represent another important aspect of terrorism, such as Aum Shinrikyo, the Japanese cult that used sarin gas
in the Tokyo subway in 1995.

Over forty areas of symbolism are covered throughout the chapters, including physical and non-physical
symbolism, linguistic symbolism, the social construction of reality, rituals, myths, performative violence,
iconoclasm, brand management, logos, semiotics, new media, and the global village. This allows for an in-
depth examination of many issues, such as anti-globalization, honor killing, religious terrorism, suicide
terrorism, martyrdom, weapons, female terrorism, public communication, visual motifs, and cyberspace.
Main concepts are clearly defined, and followed by theory illustrated by international case studies. Chapter
summaries, key points, review questions, research and practice suggestions are recurring components as
well. This groundbreaking text encompasses all major aspects of symbolism in terrorism and will be an
essential resource for anyone studying terrorism.
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From reader reviews:

Jay Blanchard:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they have because their hobby will be reading a book. Why not the person who don't like studying
a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book once they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you should have this Symbolism in Terrorism: Motivation, Communication, and Behavior.

Marjorie Cook:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that query above. Every person has diverse
personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't wish do
that. You must know how great and important the book Symbolism in Terrorism: Motivation,
Communication, and Behavior. All type of book could you see on many sources. You can look for the
internet methods or other social media.

Sandra Bryson:

The reason? Because this Symbolism in Terrorism: Motivation, Communication, and Behavior is an
unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will shock you
with the secret this inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such
wonderful way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the
meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it.
This book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book include such as help improving your ability and
your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were you I will go to the book
store hurriedly.

Amy Gutierrez:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of news. On this
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social just
like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
seeking the Symbolism in Terrorism: Motivation, Communication, and Behavior when you necessary it?
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