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While many applaud the apparent successes of community and saturation policing, Neil Websdale contends
Instead that such law enforcement initiatives oppress rather than protect the poor, particularly African
Americans in large urban centers. Based on a groundbreaking ethnographic study of public housing projects
in Nashville, Tennessee, he argues persuasively that community policing is a critical component of a
criminal justice juggernaut designed to manage or regulate stigmatized populations, much like slave patrols
served as agents for social control on Southern plantations. In a work that is sure to stir controversy and
heated debate, Websdale draws on extensive field research, documentary sources, and interviews to
illuminate how a criminal justice system deeply rooted in racism and siavery destroys the black family,
creates a form of selective breeding, and undermines the civil rights gains of the 1960s. Unlike previous
studies of community policing, which analyze programs through the lens of law enforcement, this book
focuses on the history, experiences, and perspectives of the people whose lives are most affected by today's
policing strategies. Skillfully blending the voices of project residents with a rich synthesis of historical,
sociological, and criminological analysis, Websdale describes the situational, cultural, and economic
circumstances of Nashville's poor; examines the policing of social upheaval by detailing events in the 1997
looting and burning of the Dollar General Store; considers African American kinship systems and the special
circumstances of battered women; and discusses why the vice trades-prostitution and selling drugs-thrive in
public housing projects. Websdale's hard-hitting look at community policing and its negative impact on the
urban poor provides a much-needed balance to prevailing optimistic views on the effectiveness of this new
method of law enforcement.
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From reader reviews:

Anh Huckaby:

The actual book Policing the Poor: From Slave Plantation to Public Housing (Northeastern Series on Gender,
Crime, and Law) will bring one to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to elucidate the
idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to see, this book very suited to you. The book
Policing the Poor: From Slave Plantation to Public Housing (Northeastern Series on Gender, Crime, and
Law) is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you
can quicker to read the book.

Steven Anderson:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get large
amount of stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will
say absolutely yes. People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the actual book you
have read is definitely Policing the Poor: From Slave Plantation to Public Housing (Northeastern Series on
Gender, Crime, and Law).

Pat Swartz:

Policing the Poor: From Slave Plantation to Public Housing (Northeastern Series on Gender, Crime, and
Law) can be one of your basic books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this
e-book has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to set every word into
satisfaction arrangement in writing Policing the Poor: From Slave Plantation to Public Housing
(Northeastern Series on Gender, Crime, and Law) however doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader
the hottest along with based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one of it. This great information
could drawn you into new stage of crucial pondering.

Brian Bauer:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but also novel and Policing the Poor: From Slave Plantation to Public
Housing (Northeastern Series on Gender, Crime, and Law) or even others sources were given information for
you. After you know how the good a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science reserve was
created for teacher or even students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to bring their knowledge.
In some other case, beside science book, any other book likes Policing the Poor: From Slave Plantation to
Public Housing (Northeastern Series on Gender, Crime, and Law) to make your spare time a lot more



colorful. Many types of book like this.
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