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This eagerly awaited study brings to completion Louis Dupré's planned trilogy on European culture during
the modern epoch. Demonstrating remarkable erudition and sweeping breadth, The Quest of the Absolute
analyzes Romanticism as a unique cultural phenomenon and a spiritual revolution. Dupré philosophically
reflects on its attempts to recapture the past and transform the present in a movement that is partly areturn to
premodern culture and partly aviolent protest against it.

Following an introduction on the historical origins of the Romantic Movement, Dupré examines the principal
Romantic poets of England (Wordsworth, Coleridge, Shelley, Keats), Germany (Goethe, Schiller, Novalis,
Hdolderlin), and France (Lamartine, de Vigny, Hugo), al of whom, from different perspectives, pursued an
absolute ideal. In the chapters of the second part, he concentrates on the critical principles of Romantic
aesthetics, the Romantic image of the person as reflected in the novel, and Romantic ethical and political
theories. In the chapters of the third, more speculative, part, he investigates the comprehensive syntheses of
romantic thought in history, philosophy, and theology.

The Quest of the Absolute is an important work both as the culmination of Dupré's ongoing project and as a
classicinits own right. The book will meet the expectations of the specialist aswell as appeal to more
general readers with philosophical, cultural, and religious interests.

"The Quest of the Absolute is the third volume in Louis Dupré's trilogy dealing with the origins and
development of modernity and the magjor cultural currents defining its history. It follows Passage to
Modernity (1993) and The Enlightenment and the Intellectual Foundations of Modern Culture (2004). This
third volume deal s with the Romantic movement. Dupré's impressive account is concerned to restore
something of the full dimensionalities to Romanticism as a whole, to acknowledge something of the
immense intellectual, political, and spiritual ambitions at work in it, without reneging on areflective critical
relation to it." —William Desmond, author of The I ntimate Strangeness of Being: Metaphysics after
Dialect

“Louis Dupré' s fascinating portrayal of the Romantic soul urges usto look afresh at this crucia ‘third wave’
of modernity. Histhorough insight, astonishing erudition, mild judgment, and unparalleled perspicacity bring
to life the works and ideas of many whimsical personalities. He convincingly demonstrates that their restless
search for existential depth and authenticity reveals layers of truth and meaning that can function as a mirror
for our times.” —Joris Geldhof, Catholic University of Leuven, Belgium

"In this extraordinarily comprehensive and penetrating study, the capstone to a great scholarly career, Louis
Dupré undertakes nothing less than a grand synthesis of Romantic thought; yet the book is beautifully
written and ajoy to read. Discussions of English, French, and German poetry and fiction are seamlessly
linked to systematic analyses of Romantic aesthetics, psychology, and ethics, as well as such other aspects of
Romantic thought as the new religious and historical conceptions that emerge in the period. The Quest of the
Absolute isabrilliant, indeed indispensable, book, one that demonstrates, more clearly than any previous
study, why Romanticism is till relevant to the struggles that confront usin the twenty-first century.”
—Henry Weinfield, University of Notre Dame
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From reader reviews:
Teresa Jones:

Book isto be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all know that
that book is very important for us. The book The Quest of the Absolute: Birth and Decline of European
Romanticism has been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The book The Quest of the Absolute: Birth and
Decline of European Romanticism is not only giving you alot more new information but aso for being your
friend when you sense bored. Y ou can spend your current spend time to read your e-book. Try to make
relationship with the book The Quest of the Absolute: Birth and Decline of European Romanticism. Y ou
never feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Sheldon M cL ean:

The e-book untitled The Quest of the Absolute: Birth and Decline of European Romanticism is the guide that
recommended to you to study. Y ou can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you. The
language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did alot of
research when write the book, therefore the information that they share to you personally is absolutely
accurate. Y ou also can get the e-book of The Quest of the Absolute: Birth and Decline of European
Romanticism from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Jennifer Stephens:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you study a book
you can get agreat deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, due to the fact
book has alot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you
have read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you want
to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and also soon. The The Quest of the
Absolute: Birth and Decline of European Romanticism offer you a new experience in studying a book.

John Day:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the entire day. Y ou can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh, do
you think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It aright you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Quest of the Absolute: Birth
and Decline of European Romanticism which is keeping the e-book version. So, why not try out this book?
Let's observe.
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