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What makes us alive? Is it our DNA? Our genetics? Is it our atomic composition that gives us life?
Somehow, all of this feels radically dissonant from our everyday experience. In Life beyond Molecules and
Genes, experimental biologist Stephen Rothman makes the bold case that it is, in fact, our adaptive abilities,
hewn by evolution, that make us alive. In making this point, he reveals a hidden harmony between science
and life as we live it.
The traditionally accepted understanding of adaptive properties (e.g., the abilities to obtain food, avoid
predators, procreate) has been that these are actions of living things or traits that they express. Rothman
makes the provocative assertion that this foundational element of the modern materialist perspective is
entirely backwards. Our adaptive properties do not exist because we are alive, but rather we are alive because
they exist. The implications of this assertion turn the theory of evolution by natural selection on its head by
revealing that life transcends its material nature.
Students and scholars of the biological sciences as well as those interested in the philosophy of science will
find this work both fascinating and challenging, perhaps even controversial. For centuries, the field of
biology has focused on the seemingly mundane task of identifying and cataloging life's chemical substances,
while ignoring its grand question: "What is it that makes us alive?" With Life beyond Molecules and Genes,
perhaps the field will move a bit closer toward an answer.
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From reader reviews:

Dustin Davis:

Within other case, little people like to read book The Life Beyond Molecules and Genes: How Our
Adaptations Make Us Alive. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. As long as we know
about how is important a new book The Life Beyond Molecules and Genes: How Our Adaptations Make Us
Alive. You can add information and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right,
simply because from book you can know everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you
will find yourself known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we could
open a book or searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel weary to go to
the library. Let's learn.

Ann Morgan:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled The
Life Beyond Molecules and Genes: How Our Adaptations Make Us Alive the mind will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can become your mind
friends. Imaging each word written in a e-book then become one web form conclusion and explanation this
maybe you never get just before. The The Life Beyond Molecules and Genes: How Our Adaptations Make
Us Alive giving you one more experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful
facts for your better life with this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern the following is your body
and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a. Do you want to try this
extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Linda Manning:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When
you study a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, as well as
soon. The The Life Beyond Molecules and Genes: How Our Adaptations Make Us Alive will give you new
experience in studying a book.

Robert Marshall:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book The Life Beyond Molecules and Genes: How Our
Adaptations Make Us Alive was colourful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The
Life Beyond Molecules and Genes: How Our Adaptations Make Us Alive has many kinds or style. Start
from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and feel that you are the
character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy,



fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading this.
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