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When I was a child, before the coming of television into our homes, my favorite radio program was the Jack
Benny Show. Benny was portrayed as a penny-pinching skinflint who was tighter than Ebenezer Scrooge.
One of Benny’s routines is an American classic. When a hold-up man demanded of Benny, "This is a stick
up! Your money or your life," he remained silent and looked away as if in deep thought, convulsing the
audience. Only when the gunman repeated, “Your money or your life,” did he reply, "I'm thinking, I'm
thinking." I started out writing a highly personal account of Christian ministry, about serving as pastor of a
small Protestant church. As we shall see, such churches are like the place mentioned in the title of the novel
by Jamie Ford, The Hotel at the Corner of Bitter and Sweet. Since I was 16, I wanted to be a minister. Well,
you know how it goes: “Be careful what you wish for.” So, fifty years ago, I became a minister and in this
calling I have used all of my talents, energy, creativity, spirituality, and maturity (and of course my lack of
these). Some days have been the most fulfilling of my life. Others have been the most frustrating. Along the
way, I have been a writer—40 books as author, coauthor, compiler, editor, and contributor. But until now, I
have never written about the pleasure and pain of being a pastor. I have never faced up to the multitude of
social crises with which ministers and churches will wrestle in the twenty-first century. What issues lie just
around the corner and how will we as Christians deal with them? But first I must present a sort of an X-ray
or a CT scan of congregational life as I have experienced it in the twentieth century. For many readers it may
be a first glimpse of what really goes on from week to week in a local church. What do ministers do all
week? Does their work week really consist of more than an hour on Sunday preaching and leading prayers?
What are the social dynamics and--perish the thought!--the politics of church life? Who does what with
whom and to whom in a local congregation? In telling my story I have often disturbed “the social contract,”
to borrow a thought from Mennonite theologian, David W. Augsburger. He which regards community as
niceness, forbearance, and considerateness or, to translate these italicized words into everyday English,
denial, avoidance, and distancing. The curse and the blessing of a small church is thinking positively no
matter what the facts may be, avoiding confrontation even with disagreeable people, and exchanging the
socially acceptable greetings with one another even what is called for is discussion of what is wrong in the
congregation. For those of you currently in the ministry, you will have an opportunity to gain perspective, to
see what has been underfoot and perhaps unnoticed, and to laugh and cry with one who has been ordained
for more than half a century. This is also a book of previews and warnings. Here is what you are about to get
yourself into, if you feel called to serve in the parish ministry. It is a record of the agonies and the ecstasies
of living with “Rev” tacked on to one’s name. In the final section of the book I have sought to create the
context of what is happening in churches today, what challenges they face, and where as a vital part of
American society they are headed. I am describing the state and the fate of the ministry in the coming years.
I see ahead for clergy both perilous times and challenging opportunities. Would I return to parish ministry if
I had the opportunity? Like Jack Benny, “I’m thinking. I’m thinking.”
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From reader reviews:

Heidi Odom:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Surviving the Stained Glass Jungle: The State and Fate of the
Christian Ministry. Try to face the book Surviving the Stained Glass Jungle: The State and Fate of the
Christian Ministry as your close friend. It means that it can being your friend when you feel alone and beside
regarding course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you a lot
more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we should make new experience
along with knowledge with this book.

Agatha Draper:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they are still students or it for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great and also important the book Surviving the Stained Glass Jungle:
The State and Fate of the Christian Ministry. All type of book can you see on many sources. You can look
for the internet resources or other social media.

Linda Barefoot:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a guide your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading the book, we give you this specific Surviving the Stained Glass
Jungle: The State and Fate of the Christian Ministry book as starter and daily reading publication. Why,
because this book is usually more than just a book.

Iva Simmon:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they
write about the knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl,
or how to teach your kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always
try to improve their skill in writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of them
is this Surviving the Stained Glass Jungle: The State and Fate of the Christian Ministry.
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