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In the dazzling global metropolis of Shanghai, what has it meant to call this city home? In this account?part
microhistory, part memoir?Jie Li salvages intimate recollections by successive generations of inhabitants of
two vibrant, culturally mixed Shanghai alleyways from the Republican, Maoist, and post-Mao eras.
Exploring three dimensions of private life?territories, artifacts, and gossip?Li re-creates the sounds, smells,
look, and feel of home over a tumultuous century.

First built by British and Japanese companies in 1915 and 1927, the two homes at the center of this narrative
were located in an industrial part of the former "International Settlement." Before their recent demolition,
they were nestled in Shanghai's labyrinthine alleyways, which housed more than half of the city's population
from the Sino-Japanese War to the Cultural Revolution. Through interviews with her own family members
as well as their neighbors, classmates, and co-workers, Li weaves a complex social tapestry reflecting the
lived experiences of ordinary people struggling to absorb and adapt to major historical change. These voices
include workers, intellectuals, Communists, Nationalists, foreigners, compradors, wives, concubines, and
children who all fought for a foothold and haven in this city, witnessing spectacles so full of farce and pathos
they could only be whispered as secret histories.
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From reader reviews:

Kathleen Elder:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book Shanghai Homes: Palimpsests of Private Life (Global Chinese
Culture). You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Provided that we know about how
is important some sort of book Shanghai Homes: Palimpsests of Private Life (Global Chinese Culture). You
can add know-how and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from
book you can understand everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will end up
known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, you can open a book or
maybe searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel weary to go to the
library. Let's examine.

Julia Flowers:

This Shanghai Homes: Palimpsests of Private Life (Global Chinese Culture) usually are reliable for you who
want to certainly be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Shanghai Homes: Palimpsests of
Private Life (Global Chinese Culture) can be one of the great books you must have will be giving you more
than just simple examining food but feed you actually with information that maybe will shock your before
knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in the e-
book and printed kinds. Beside that this Shanghai Homes: Palimpsests of Private Life (Global Chinese
Culture) giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical
thinking that we all know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Fernando Minaya:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer is usually Shanghai Homes: Palimpsests of Private Life (Global Chinese
Culture) why because the great cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint
anyone. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense
will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Tania Hansen:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in
e-book way, more simple and reachable. This particular Shanghai Homes: Palimpsests of Private Life
(Global Chinese Culture) can give you a lot of friends because by you investigating this one book you have
factor that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a
step for you to get success. This book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't know, by
knowing more than additional make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We should have Shanghai
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