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An essential work for rock fans and scholars, Before Elvis: The Prehistory of Rock ‘n’ Roll surveys the
origins of rock ’n’ roll from the minstrel era to the emergence of Bill Haley and Elvis Presley. Unlike other
histories of rock, Before Elvis offers a far broader and deeper analysis of the influences on rock music.
Dispelling common misconceptions, it examines rock’s origins in hokum songs and big-band boogies as well
as Delta blues, detailing the embrace by white artists of African-American styles long before rock ’n’ roll
appeared. This unique study ranges far and wide, highlighting not only the contributions of obscure but key
precursors like Hardrock Gunter and Sam Theard but also the influence of celebrity performers like Gene
Autry and Ella Fitzgerald.

Too often, rock historians treat the genesis of rock ’n’ roll as a bolt from the blue, an overnight revolution
provoked by the bland pop music that immediately preceded it and created through the white appropriation
of music till then played only by and for black audiences. In Before Elvis, Birnbaum daringly argues a more
complicated history of rock’s evolution from a heady mix of ragtime, boogie-woogie, swing, country music,
mainstream pop, and rhythm-and-blues—a melange that influenced one another along the way, from the
absorption of blues and boogies into jazz and pop to the integration of country and Caribbean music into
rhythm-and-blues.

Written in an easy style, Before Elvis presents a bold argument about rock’s origins and required reading for
fans and scholars of rock ’n’ roll history.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Jackson:

The guide with title Before Elvis: The Prehistory of Rock 'n' Roll includes a lot of information that you can
learn it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This kind of book exist new knowledge the
information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to
understand how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you inside new era of the globalization.
You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Lizzie Chandler:

Why? Because this Before Elvis: The Prehistory of Rock 'n' Roll is an unordinary book that the inside of the
e-book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will distress you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this
book close to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such amazing way makes the content on the
inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for
you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of
positive aspects than the other book have such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking
method. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I have been you I will go to the publication store
hurriedly.

Elizabeth Cao:

You may spend your free time to study this book this book. This Before Elvis: The Prehistory of Rock 'n'
Roll is simple to create you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not
include much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you quicker
to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will
get when you buy this book.

Cynthia Caron:

Publication is one of source of information. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen need book to know the change information of year to help year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world.
By the book Before Elvis: The Prehistory of Rock 'n' Roll we can take more advantage. Don't one to be
creative people? To get creative person must want to read a book. Just choose the best book that acceptable
with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this book Before Elvis: The Prehistory of Rock 'n' Roll.
You can more appealing than now.
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