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Featuring extensive revisions to the text as well as a new introduction and epilogue--bringing the book
completely up to date on the tumultuous politics of the previous decade and the long-term implications of the
Soviet collapse--this compact, original, and engaging book offers the definitive account of one of the great
historical events of the last fifty years.

Combining historical and geopolitical analysis with an absorbing narrative, Kotkin draws upon extensive
research, including memoirs by dozens of insiders and senior figures, to illuminate the factors that led to the
demise of Communism and the USSR. The new edition puts the collapse in the context of the global
economic and political changes from the 1970s to the present day. Kotkin creates a compelling profile of
post Soviet Russia and he reminds us, with chilling immediacy, of what could not have been predicted--that
the world's largest police state, with several million troops, a doomsday arsenal, and an appalling record of
violence, would liquidate itself with barely a whimper. Throughout the book, Kotkin also paints vivid
portraits of key personalities. Using recently released archive materials, for example, he offers a fascinating
picture of Gorbachev, describing this virtuoso tactician and resolutely committed reformer as "flabbergasted
by the fact that his socialist renewal was leading to the system's liquidation"--and more or less going along
with it.

At once authoritative and provocative, Armageddon Averted illuminates the collapse of the Soviet Union,
revealing how "principled restraint and scheming self-interest brought a deadly system to meek dissolution."

Acclaim for the First Edition:

"The clearest picture we have to date of the post-Soviet landscape."
--The New Yorker

"A triumph of the art of contemporary history. In fewer than 200 pagesKotkin elucidates the implosion of the
Soviet empire--the most important and startling series of international events of the past fifty years--and
clearly spells out why, thanks almost entirely to the 'principal restraint' of the Soviet leadership, that collapse
didn't result in a cataclysmic war, as all experts had long forecasted."
-The Atlantic Monthly

"Concise and persuasive The mystery, for Kotkin, is not so much why the Soviet Union collapsed as why it
did so with so little collateral damage."
--The New York Review of Books
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From reader reviews:

Karon Hall:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are reading
whatever they get because their hobby is actually reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you will require this Armageddon Averted: The Soviet Collapse, 1970-2000.

Manuel Coury:

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide Armageddon Averted: The Soviet
Collapse, 1970-2000 will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can
know about almost everything. But some of you think which open or reading a book make you bored. It's not
make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or suitable book with
you?

Jennifer Fields:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people have
do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than other is high.
In your case who want to start reading any book, we give you this particular Armageddon Averted: The
Soviet Collapse, 1970-2000 book as beginner and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than
just a book.

Mary Jones:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get lot of
stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely of
course. People is human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you possess when the
spare time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading
books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, typically the book you have read is
definitely Armageddon Averted: The Soviet Collapse, 1970-2000.
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