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Tool-making or culture, language or religious belief: ever since Darwin, thinkers have struggled to identify
what fundamentally differentiates human beings from other animals. In this much-anticipated book, Michael
Tomasello weaves his twenty years of comparative studies of humans and great apes into a compelling
argument that cooperative social interaction is the key to our cognitive uniqueness. Once our ancestors
learned to put their heads together with others to pursue shared goals, humankind was on an evolutionary
path all its own.

Tomasello argues that our prehuman ancestors, like today's great apes, were social beings who could solve
problems by thinking. But they were almost entirely competitive, aiming only at their individual goals. As
ecological changes forced them into more cooperative living arrangements, early humans had to coordinate
their actions and communicate their thoughts with collaborative partners. Tomasello's "shared intentionality
hypothesis" captures how these more socially complex forms of life led to more conceptually complex forms
of thinking. In order to survive, humans had to learn to see the world from multiple social perspectives, to
draw socially recursive inferences, and to monitor their own thinking via the normative standards of the
group. Even language and culture arose from the preexisting need to work together. What differentiates us
most from other great apes, Tomasello proposes, are the new forms of thinking engendered by our new forms
of collaborative and communicative interaction.

A Natural History of Human Thinking is the most detailed scientific analysis to date of the connection
between human sociality and cognition.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Moore:

Here thing why this specific A Natural History of Human Thinking are different and reputable to be yours.
First of all looking at a book is good however it depends in the content from it which is the content is as
delightful as food or not. A Natural History of Human Thinking giving you information deeper and in
different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no guide that similar with A Natural History of
Human Thinking. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that
happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like
in area, café, or even in your approach home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the paper
book maybe the form of A Natural History of Human Thinking in e-book can be your choice.

Jasmine Myers:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their story or their
experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the knowledge about
something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are
many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their proficiency in writing,
they also doing some research before they write on their book. One of them is this A Natural History of
Human Thinking.

Maria Davis:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this A Natural History of Human Thinking
book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone
who else read the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing skill only
for eliminate your own hunger then you still question A Natural History of Human Thinking as good book
not simply by the cover but also by the content. This is one e-book that can break don't evaluate book by its
include, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense
already alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Louise Suttle:

In this particular era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you
must do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. Among the
books in the top list in your reading list will be A Natural History of Human Thinking. This book and that is
qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking right up and
review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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