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From the author of Becoming Mae West—an in-depth look at the Silver-Screen legend who forever
changed America’s idea of the leading man

Tango pirate, gigolo, powder puff, Adonis—all have been used to describe the silent-film icon known as
Rudolph Valentino. From his early days as a taxi dancer in New York City to his near apotheosis as the
ultimate Hollywood heartthrob, Rudolph Valentino (often to his distress) occupied a space squarely at the
center of controversy. In this thoughtful retelling of Valentino’s short and tragic life—the first fully
documented biography of the star—Emily W. Leider looks at the Great Lover’s life and legacy, and explores
the events and issues that made him emblematic of the Jazz Age. Valentino’s androgynous sexuality was a
lightning rod for fiery and contradictory impulses that ran the gamut from swooning adoration to lashing
resentment. He was reviled in the press for being too feminine for a man; yet he also brought to the screen
the alluring, savage lover who embodied women’s darker, forbidden sexual fantasies.

In tandem, Leider explores notions of the outsider in American culture as represented by Valentino’s
experience as an immigrant who became a celebrity. As the silver screen’s first dark-skinned romantic hero,
Valentino helped to redefine and broaden American masculine ideals, ultimately coming to represent a
graceful masculinity that trumped the deeply ingrained status quo of how a man could look and act.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Scott:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed Dark Lover:
The Life and Death of Rudolph Valentino? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You know beside you can
spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with the opinion
or you have different opinion?

Jonathan Zahn:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get lot of
stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely sure.
People is human not really a huge robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have you got when the
spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, typically the book you have read is
usually Dark Lover: The Life and Death of Rudolph Valentino.

Monika Cunniff:

Beside this particular Dark Lover: The Life and Death of Rudolph Valentino in your phone, it might give
you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you can got here
is fresh from oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow town. It is good
thing to have Dark Lover: The Life and Death of Rudolph Valentino because this book offers for your
requirements readable information. Do you often have book but you don't get what it's exactly about. Oh
come on, that will not happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be
questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book as well as
read it from right now!

Viola Ball:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you should do is just
spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the books in the top list
in your reading list is actually Dark Lover: The Life and Death of Rudolph Valentino. This book that is
qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking way up
and review this book you can get many advantages.
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