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This book applies linguistic analysis to the poetry of Emeritus Professor Edwin Thumboo, a Singaporean
poet and leading figure in Commonwealth literature. The work explores how the poet combines grammar
and metaphor to make meaning, making the reader aware of the linguistic resources developed by Thumboo
as the basis for his unique technique.

The author approaches the poems from a functional linguistic perspective, investigating the multiple layers
of meaning and metaphor which go into producing these highly textured, grammatically intricate works of
verbal art. The approach is based on Systematic Functional Theory, which assists with investigating how the
poet uses language (grammar) to craft his text, in a playful way that reflects a love of the language. The
multilingual and multicultural experiences of the poet are seen to have contributed to his uniquely creative
use of language.

This work demonstrates how Systematic Functional Theory, with its emphasis on exploring the semogenic
(meaning-making) power of language, provides the handle we need to better understand poetic works as
intentional acts of meaning.

The verbal art of Edwin Thumboo illustrate Barthes' point that "Bits of code, formulae, rhythmic models,
fragments of social languages, etc. pass into the text and are redistributed within it, for there is always
language before and around the text."

With a focus on meaning, this functional analysis of poetry offers an insightful look at the linguistic basis of
Edwin Thumboo's poetic technique. The work will appeal to scholars with an interest in linguistic analysis
and poetry from the Commonwealth and new literatures, and it is also well suited to support courses on
literary stylistics or text linguistics.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Jackson:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are really reading whatever
they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who don't like studying a
book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well, probably
you will require this Understanding Verbal Art: A Functional Linguistic Approach (The M.A.K. Halliday
Library Functional Linguistics Series).

Cora Conte:

The book Understanding Verbal Art: A Functional Linguistic Approach (The M.A.K. Halliday Library
Functional Linguistics Series) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why
must we leave a good thing like a book Understanding Verbal Art: A Functional Linguistic Approach (The
M.A.K. Halliday Library Functional Linguistics Series)? Some of you have a different opinion about e-book.
But one aim that will book can give many data for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer along
with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you could
share all of these. Book Understanding Verbal Art: A Functional Linguistic Approach (The M.A.K. Halliday
Library Functional Linguistics Series) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large
function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by wide open and read a guide. So it is very
wonderful.

Colleen Williams:

You may spend your free time to study this book this guide. This Understanding Verbal Art: A Functional
Linguistic Approach (The M.A.K. Halliday Library Functional Linguistics Series) is simple to develop you
can read it in the park, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not possess much space to bring typically
the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the actual
book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

William McDowell:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This book Understanding Verbal Art: A Functional Linguistic Approach (The M.A.K.
Halliday Library Functional Linguistics Series) was filled regarding science. Spend your time to add your
knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has several feel when they reading a book. If
you know how big benefit from a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like right
now, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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