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While the movies of Frank Capra once celebrated the triumph of good over evil, George Bailey has given
way to Hannibal Lecter, who through raw power and bold creativity lives "beyond good and evil." Professor
Hibbs follows the trajectory of evil in American film and television, linking it to the spread of nihilism-a
state of spiritual impoverishment and shrunken aspirations to which, both Tocqueville and Nietzsche warned,
democracies are especially susceptible. The most recent product of Hollywood's fascination with evil is the
comic nihilism of Seinfeld, in which the distinctively American pursuit of happiness is endlessly frustrated
by dark forces beyond our understanding or control.

Professor Hibbs probes the themes and artistry of the landmark works of the cinematic quest for evil. A
series of grisly films from The Exorcist to Cape Fear and Silence of the Lambs reveals a preoccupation with
the power of evil. When evil ceases to terrify, it becomes banal, producing a comic view of the
meaninglessness of life (Forrest Gump, Natural Born Killers, Titanic, The Simpsons). Seinfeld and
Trainspotting represent nihilism's last stage, but not the last word, and Professor Hibbs considers how
classical ideals-partially recovered in recent comedy (Pulp Fiction) and film noir (L.A. Confidential, Seven)-
might point the way out of nihilism.
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From reader reviews:

David Soto:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that publication
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are reading
whatever they get because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Shows about Nothing: Nihilism in Popular Culture from the
Exorcist to Seinfeld.

Mary Logsdon:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying Shows about Nothing:
Nihilism in Popular Culture from the Exorcist to Seinfeld that give your satisfaction preference will be
satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the means for
people to know world far better then how they react toward the world. It can't be claimed constantly that
reading behavior only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to be success person. So ,
for all of you who want to start examining as your good habit, you can pick Shows about Nothing: Nihilism
in Popular Culture from the Exorcist to Seinfeld become your own personal starter.

Arthur Furr:

This Shows about Nothing: Nihilism in Popular Culture from the Exorcist to Seinfeld is great reserve for you
because the content that is certainly full of information for you who all always deal with world and possess
to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it info accurately using great coordinate word or
we can state no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole data in it.
Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but tough core information with lovely
delivering sentences. Having Shows about Nothing: Nihilism in Popular Culture from the Exorcist to
Seinfeld in your hand like having the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous a single. We can
say that no book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen moment right but this book already do that. So ,
this is certainly good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that?

Hoyt Adkins:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is written or printed or created from each source this filled update of news. On this
modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social just
like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just



seeking the Shows about Nothing: Nihilism in Popular Culture from the Exorcist to Seinfeld when you
essential it?
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