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Until now, popular novelist James Clavell has not been recognized for his literary achievements and his
contributions to cross-cultural understanding. This critical study seeks to rectify that omission. It shows how
Clavell's depiction of cross-cultural encounters of Westerners with the East paves the way for modern
multicultural studies. His novels about culture clash help Western readers see with Eastern eyes by taking
them into the minds and culture of the Chinese, Japanese, and Iranians. The study provides close textual
analysis of each of his novels in turn and shows how Clavell contrasts the manners, values and lifestyles of
Easterners and Westerners in a narrative style that combines a number of literary genres and traditions to
create a blockbuster of breadth and depth.

This study analyzes all of Clavell's fiction: King Rat, Tai-Pan, Shogun, Noble House, Whirlwind, and Gai-
Jin. Each chapter discusses one novel and is divided into sections on plot and structure, character
development, themes, historical foundations, genre conventions, and alternative perspectives from which to
read the novel. A biographical chapter illuminates the influence of Clavell's life experiences on his writing.
A chapter on his literary heritage discusses the influence of a variety of genres on his fiction and shows how
he weaves a multiplicity of genre threads into a subtle, complex, inviting tapestry of Eastern and Western
styles. A genealogy table schematizing the complex family relationships that interlock Clavell's novels and a
glossary of foreign language words used in his novels will help the reader to move easily through his canon.
This work will help students and general readers to appreciate the cross-cultural aspects of the craft of
Clavell's fiction. A key purchase for secondary school, public, and community college libraries.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Rohan:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing for us
to be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you will want this James Clavell: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular
Contemporary Writers).

Hector Hartung:

This James Clavell: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) book is
not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this
book will be information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you
actually read a lot of information you will get. That James Clavell: A Critical Companion (Critical
Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) without we comprehend teach the one who looking at it
become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't always be worry James Clavell: A Critical Companion
(Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) can bring once you are and not make your carrier
space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cellphone. This James
Clavell: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) having good
arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Felix Talarico:

Reading a book to become new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to study a book. When you
read a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds
of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, along with
soon. The James Clavell: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers)
will give you new experience in reading a book.

John Moreno:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This particular James Clavell: A Critical Companion (Critical
Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) can give you a lot of friends because by you considering this
one book you have point that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This kind of book can
be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't



learn, by knowing more than different make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We need to have
James Clavell: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers).
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