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This illuminating study of the evolution of Chinese capitalism chronicles the fortunes of the Song family of
North China under five successive authoritarian governments. Headed initially by Song Chuandian, who
became rich by exporting hairnets to Europe and America in the early twentieth century, the family built a
thriving business against long odds of rural poverty and political chaos.

A savvy political operator, Song Chuandian prospered and kept local warlords at bay, but his career ended
badly when he fell afoul of the new Nationalist government. His son Song Feiqing?inspired by the reformist
currents of the May Fourth Movement?developed a utopian capitalist vision that industry would redeem
China from foreign imperialism and cultural backwardness. He founded the Dongya Corporation in 1932 to
manufacture wool knitting yarn and for two decades steered the company through a constantly changing
political landscape?the Nationalists, then Japanese occupiers, then the Nationalists again, and finally Chinese
Communists. Increasingly hostile governments, combined with inflation, foreign competition, and a restless
labor force, thwarted his ambition to create an “Industrial Eden.”

Brett Sheehan shows how the Song family engaged in eclectic business practices that bore the imprint of
both foreign and traditional Chinese influences. Businesspeople came to expect much from increasingly
intrusive states, but the position of private capitalists remained tenuous no matter which government was in
control. Although private business in China was closely linked to the state, it was neither a handmaiden to
authoritarianism nor a natural ally of democracy.
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From reader reviews:

Karen McCarthy:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Industrial Eden: A Chinese Capitalist
Vision. All type of book can you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet methods or other
social media.

Maria Gray:

Here thing why this specific Industrial Eden: A Chinese Capitalist Vision are different and trustworthy to be
yours. First of all reading a book is good however it depends in the content of computer which is the content
is as delightful as food or not. Industrial Eden: A Chinese Capitalist Vision giving you information deeper
since different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no publication that similar with Industrial
Eden: A Chinese Capitalist Vision. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your own eyes about the
thing that happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. It is possible to bring
everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your means home by train. Should you be having
difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Industrial Eden: A Chinese Capitalist Vision in
e-book can be your option.

Justin Davis:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to
beach, or picnic in the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to
something different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want
to try out look for book, may be the guide untitled Industrial Eden: A Chinese Capitalist Vision can be great
book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Sheri Williams:

This Industrial Eden: A Chinese Capitalist Vision is completely new way for you who has intense curiosity
to look for some information given it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you into it getting
knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little digest in reading this Industrial Eden: A
Chinese Capitalist Vision can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this kind of
book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books create itself in the form and that is reachable by
anyone, yes I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in guide form make them feel sleepy even
dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what
you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book type for your better



life along with knowledge.
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