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Jacques Derrida is, in the words of the New York Times, "perhaps the world's most famous philosopher—if
not the only famous philosopher." He often provokes controversy as soon as his name is mentioned. But he
also inspires the respect that comes from an illustrious career, and, among many who were his colleagues and
peers, he inspired friendship. The Work of Mourning is a collection that honors those friendships in the wake
of passing.

Gathered here are texts—letters of condolence, memorial essays, eulogies, funeral orations—written after the
deaths of well-known figures: Roland Barthes, Paul de Man, Michel Foucault, Louis Althusser, Edmond
Jabès, Louis Marin, Sarah Kofman, Gilles Deleuze, Emmanuel Levinas, Jean-François Lyotard, Max Loreau,
Jean-Marie Benoist, Joseph Riddel, and Michel Servière.

With his words, Derrida bears witness to the singularity of a friendship and to the absolute uniqueness of
each relationship. In each case, he is acutely aware of the questions of tact, taste, and ethical responsibility
involved in speaking of the dead—the risks of using the occasion for one's own purposes, political
calculation, personal vendetta, and the expiation of guilt. More than a collection of memorial addresses, this
volume sheds light not only on Derrida's relation to some of the most prominent French thinkers of the past
quarter century but also on some of the most important themes of Derrida's entire oeuvre-mourning, the "gift
of death," time, memory, and friendship itself.

"In his rapt attention to his subjects' work and their influence upon him, the book also offers a hesitant and
tangential retelling of Derrida's own life in French philosophical history. There are illuminating and playful
anecdotes—how Lyotard led Derrida to begin using a word-processor; how Paul de Man talked
knowledgeably of jazz with Derrida's son. Anyone who still thinks that Derrida is a facetious punster will
find such resentful prejudice unable to survive a reading of this beautiful work."—Steven Poole, Guardian

"Strikingly simpa meditations on friendship, on shared vocations and avocations and on philosophy and
history."—Publishers Weekly
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From reader reviews:

Steven Tran:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a walk, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible The Work
of Mourning? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time with
your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have additional
opinion?

Angel Huitt:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice through surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a reserve your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand than other is
high. For you who want to start reading the book, we give you this specific The Work of Mourning book as
starter and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Linda Mays:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the free time or they will
get large amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we
will say absolutely without a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of
activity have you got when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right.
Then do you try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the actual
book you have read is definitely The Work of Mourning.

Vincent Humphreys:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Work of Mourning,
you are able to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hangout
type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its referred to as reading
friends.
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