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In The Oxford Book of American Short Stories, Joyce Carol Oates offers a sweeping survey of American
short fiction, in a collection of nearly sixty tales that combines classic works with many "different,
unexpected" gems, and that invites readers to explore a wealth of important pieces by women and minority
writers.

Some selections simply can't be improved on, Oates admits, and she happily includes such time-honored
works as Irving's "Rip Van Winkle" and Poe's "The Tell-Tale Heart." But alongside these often-anthologized
tales, Oates introduces such little-known stories as Mark Twain's "Cannibalism in the Cars," a work that
reveals a darker side to his humor. From Melville come the juxtaposed tales "The Paradise of Bachelors and
the Tartarus of Maids," of which Oates says, "only Melville could have fashioned out of 'real' events...such
harrowing and dreamlike allegorical fiction." The reader will also delight in the range of authors found here,
from Charles W. Chesnutt, Jean Toomer, and Sarah Orne Jewett, to William Carlos Williams, Kate Chopin,
and Langston Hughes, to Ray Bradbury, H.P. Lovecraft, and Stephen King.

For the second edition, Oates has introduced a wide range of new stories from writers who represent the state
of American literature today. These new works include Lorrie Moore's "How to Become a Writer," Richard
Ford's "Under the Radar," Junot Diaz's "Edison, New Jersey," David Foster Wallace's "Good People," Philip
Roth's "Defender of the Faith," and Amy Hempel's "Today Will Be a Quiet Day." As in the original volume,
Oates provides fascinating introductions to each writer, blending biographical information with her own
trenchant observations about their work. In addition, she has written a new preface that contemplates our
shifting literary culture, and has revised her introductory essay to the first edition, in which she offers the
fruit of years of reflection on a genre in which she herself is a master.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Francis:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed The Oxford Book of
American Short Stories? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time
using your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have various
other opinion?

William Threatt:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book The Oxford Book of American Short
Stories will make you to always be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about almost
everything. But some of you think this open or reading any book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why
they are often thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or ideal book with you?

Valerie Bell:

The feeling that you get from The Oxford Book of American Short Stories is the more deep you searching
the information that hide into the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this
book is hard to comprehend but The Oxford Book of American Short Stories giving you buzz feeling of
reading. The author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by simply anyone who read
the idea because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This book also makes your vocabulary
increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available.
We recommend you for having this particular The Oxford Book of American Short Stories instantly.

Roger Richmond:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its include may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Oxford Book of American Short Stories why because the
wonderful cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or
content is definitely fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to
pick up this book.
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