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What is the difference between a lie and a fantasy, when the subject is a child? Moving between literary and
scientific texts, Sally Shuttleworth explores a range of fascinating issues that emerge when the inner world of
the child becomes, for the first time, the explicit focus of literary and medical attention. Starting in the 1840s,
which saw the publication of explorations of child development by Bronte and Dickens, as well as some of
the first psychiatric studies of childhood, this groundbreaking book progresses through post-Darwinian
considerations of the child's relations to the animal kingdom, to chart the rise of the Child Study Movement
of the 1890s.

Based on in-depth interdisciplinary research, The Mind of the Child offers detailed readings of novels by
Dickens, Meredith, James, Hardy and others, as well as the first overview of the early histories of child
psychology and psychiatry. Initial chapters cover issues such as fears and night terrors, imaginary lands, and
the precocious child, while later ones look at ideas of child sexuality and adolescence and the relationship
between child and monkey. Experiments on babies, the first baby shows, and domestic monkey keeping also
feature.

Many of our current concerns with reference to childhood are shown to have their parallels in the Victorian
age: from the pressures of school examinations, or the problems of adolescence, through to the disturbing
issue of child suicide. Childhood, from this period, took on new importance as holding the key to the adult
mind.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Rodrigue:

The knowledge that you get from The Mind of the Child: Child Development in Literature, Science, and
Medicine 1840-1900 is the more deep you rooting the information that hide inside the words the more you
get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but The Mind of the Child:
Child Development in Literature, Science, and Medicine 1840-1900 giving you joy feeling of reading. The
copy writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by means of anyone who read this
because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your current
vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or
e-book style are available. We advise you for having that The Mind of the Child: Child Development in
Literature, Science, and Medicine 1840-1900 instantly.

Millicent Doty:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
try out look for book, may be the publication untitled The Mind of the Child: Child Development in
Literature, Science, and Medicine 1840-1900 can be great book to read. May be it might be best activity to
you.

Michael Jones:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this The Mind of the Child: Child Development in
Literature, Science, and Medicine 1840-1900 e-book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to
make book that can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written with good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still
hesitation The Mind of the Child: Child Development in Literature, Science, and Medicine 1840-1900 as
good book not only by the cover but also by content. This is one guide that can break don't ascertain book by
its deal with, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading
through sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Paul Breen:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose the book The Mind of the Child: Child Development in
Literature, Science, and Medicine 1840-1900 to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own
personal skill of reading expertise is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose very simple book



to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the sensation about book and reading through especially. It is to be
initial opinion for you to like to open a book and learn it. Beside that the reserve The Mind of the Child:
Child Development in Literature, Science, and Medicine 1840-1900 can to be your brand-new friend when
you're feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of the time.
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