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To understand a series of events in the past, one needs to do more than just know a set of detailed and
isolated facts. Historical understanding is a process to work out the best way to generalize accurately about
something that has happened. It is an ongoing and never-ending discussion about what events mean, why
they took place the way they did, and how and to what extent that past experience affects our present or
provides a useful example for our general appreciation of our development over time. Historical
understanding is an examination that involves attaching specifics to wide trends and broad ideas. In this,
individual actors in history can be surprised to find that their actions involve trends and issues that they were
not thinking about at the time they were involved in a past action as well as those that they do recognize and
were thinking about at the time. It is the historian’s job to look beyond specifics to see context and to make
connections with trends that are not otherwise obvious. The process of moving from recorded facts to a
general understanding can be a long one. For events that take place within a government agency, such as the
U.S. Navy, the process cannot even begin until the information and key documents become public
knowledge and can be disseminated widely enough to bring different viewpoints and wider perspectives to
bear upon them. This volume is published to help begin that process of wider historical understanding and
generalization for the subject of strategic thinking in the U.S. Navy during the last phases of the Cold War.
To facilitate this beginning, we offer here the now-declassified, full and original version of the official study
that I undertook in 1986–1989, supplemented by three appendices. The study attempted to record the trends
and ideas that we could see at the time, written on the basis of interviews with a range of the key individuals
involved and on the working documents that were then still located in their original office locations, some of
which have not survived or were not permanently retained in archival files. We publish it here as a
document, as it was written, without attempting to bring it up to date. To supplement this original study, we
have appended the declassified version of the Central Intelligence Agency’s National Intelligence Estimate
of March 1982, which was a key analysis in understanding the Soviet Navy, provided a generally accepted
consensus of American understanding at the time, and provided a basis around which to develop the U.S
Navy’s maritime strategy in this period. A second appendix is by Captain Peter Swartz, U.S. Navy (Ret.),
and consists of his annotated bibliography of the public debate surrounding the formulation of the strategy in
the 1980s, updated to include materials published through the end of 2003. And finally, Yuri M. Zhukov has
created especially for this volume a timeline that lays out a chronology of events to better understand the
sequence of events involved. The study and the three appendices are materials that contribute toward a future
historical understanding and do not, in themselves, constitute a definitive history, although they are
published as valuable tools toward reaching that goal. To reach closer to a definitive understanding, there are
a variety of new perceptions that need to be added over time. With the opening of archives on both sides of
the world, and as scholarly discourse between Russians and Americans develop, one will be able to begin to
compare and contrast perceptions with factual realities. As more time passes and we gain further distance
and perspective in seeing the emerging broad trends, new approaches to the subject may become apparent.
Simultaneously, new materials may be released from government archives that will enhance our
understanding.
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From reader reviews:

Bobby Miller:

Here thing why this The Evolution of the U.S. Navy's Maritime Strategy, 1977-1986: Naval War College
Newport Papers 19 are different and dependable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good
nonetheless it depends in the content than it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. The Evolution of
the U.S. Navy's Maritime Strategy, 1977-1986: Naval War College Newport Papers 19 giving you
information deeper including different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no e-book that
similar with The Evolution of the U.S. Navy's Maritime Strategy, 1977-1986: Naval War College Newport
Papers 19. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing that happened
in the world which is might be can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in recreation
area, café, or even in your technique home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted
book maybe the form of The Evolution of the U.S. Navy's Maritime Strategy, 1977-1986: Naval War
College Newport Papers 19 in e-book can be your substitute.

Christine Furst:

This book untitled The Evolution of the U.S. Navy's Maritime Strategy, 1977-1986: Naval War College
Newport Papers 19 to be one of several books this best seller in this year, this is because when you read this
guide you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail outlet
or you can order it by using online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to
read this book, as you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for you to past this book
from your list.

Ashley Robinette:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get lots of
stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right.
Then do you ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time,
typically the book you have read is definitely The Evolution of the U.S. Navy's Maritime Strategy, 1977-
1986: Naval War College Newport Papers 19.

Rosa Felton:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Evolution of the U.S. Navy's
Maritime Strategy, 1977-1986: Naval War College Newport Papers 19 which is finding the e-book version.



So , try out this book? Let's see.
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