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Shadows of Empire explores Javanese shadow theater as a staging area for negotiations between colonial
power and indigenous traditions. Charting the shifting boundaries between myth and history in Javanese
Mahabharata and Ramayana tales, Laurie J. Sears reveals what happens when these stories move from
village performances and palace manuscripts into colonial texts and nationalist journals and, most recently,
comic books and novels. Historical, anthropological, and literary in its method and insight, this work offers a
dramatic reassessment of both Javanese literary/theatrical production and Dutch scholarship on Southeast
Asia.
Though Javanese shadow theater (wayang) has existed for hundreds of years, our knowledge of its history,
performance practice, and role in Javanese society only begins with Dutch documentation and interpretation
in the nineteenth century. Analyzing the Mahabharata and Ramayana tales in relation to court poetry, Islamic
faith, Dutch scholarship, and nationalist journals, Sears shows how the shadow theater as we know it today
must be understood as a hybrid of Javanese and Dutch ideas and interests, inseparable from a particular
colonial moment. In doing so, she contributes to a re–envisioning of European histories that acknowledges
the influence of Asian, African, and New World cultures on European thought—and to a rewriting of
colonial and postcolonial Javanese histories that questions the boundaries and content of history and story,
myth and allegory, colonialism and culture.
Shadows of Empire will appeal not only to specialists in Javanese culture and historians of Indonesia, but
also to a wide range of scholars in the areas of performance and literature, anthropology, Southeast Asian
studies, and postcolonial studies.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Bolden:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book Shadows of Empire: Colonial Discourse and
Javanese Tales. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. So long as we know about how is
important a new book Shadows of Empire: Colonial Discourse and Javanese Tales. You can add information
and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can
learn everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple factor
until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or perhaps searching by
internet device. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's examine.

David Marx:

This book untitled Shadows of Empire: Colonial Discourse and Javanese Tales to be one of several books
this best seller in this year, this is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You
will easily to buy this particular book in the book shop or you can order it via online. The publisher in this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smart
phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this guide from your list.

Laura Hill:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to read a book. When you read a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms
of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The Shadows of Empire: Colonial Discourse and Javanese Tales provide you with new
experience in reading a book.

Della Francis:

This Shadows of Empire: Colonial Discourse and Javanese Tales is brand new way for you who has
fascination to look for some information because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you on
it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having bit of digest in reading this Shadows of
Empire: Colonial Discourse and Javanese Tales can be the light food in your case because the information
inside that book is easy to get by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form and that is reachable by
anyone, yes I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in guide form make them feel tired even dizzy
this reserve is the answer. So there is no in reading a guide especially this one. You can find what you are
looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book variety for your better
life along with knowledge.
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