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The twentieth century will surely be remembered as a period of remarkable calamity, vigorous intellectual
activity, and striking technological progress. For the first time in history, the development of rapid forms of
communication and transportation shrunk the effective size of the world so that many of its citizens were
made aware of events occurring in far-distant locations and came to appreciate cultural differences more
directly than was previously possible. Among the many trends and events for which the century may be
remembered, however, one will surely be the ascendancy of science and scientific thinking. Given adequate
resources and ample time, scientists have argued they will be able to reduce the mysteries of the universe, as
well as the mysteries of life and death, to objectifiable processes and events.

The editors of this book draw attention to the implicit and explicit images of childhood that various
disciplines -- especially development psychology -- have constructed. These sometimes unspoken metaphors
have enduring value in that they provide a means of drawing together, integrating, and interpreting otherwise
disparate findings or conclusions. They also provide a ready means of conveying the fruits of scientific
research to the people who constitute its primary consumers. The contributors strive to show that the images
of childhood that each professional implicitly carries in her or his head vary across historical epochs, just as
they vary across cultures and subcultures. Perhaps even more alarmingly, some of these images seem to
reflect the politically correct ideology of particular times and places, at least as much as they represent the
objective findings they purport to summarize.

This volume's main objective is to unpackage cultural and historical variations in the conception of
childhood in order to make clearer those which might be considered universal aspects of behavioral and
psychological development and those which must be seen as temporary cultural constructions or images.

The specific aims of this volume are to:
* delineate images of childhood in diverse cultural, subcultural, and historical contexts;
* illustrate how these images of childhood are manifested in popular proverbs as well as in distinct patterns
of childrearing, broadly conceived to include aspects of parental behavior, childcare arrangements,
education, indoctrination, and the assignment of responsibilities;
* indicate how these images of childhood are manifest in the development and implementation of
educational and social policies as well as in the legal status of children;
* consider whether children are believed to have a privileged place in society and whether age-graded
constraints limit their roles and participation in society; and
* evaluate the extent to which cultural images affect the ways in which developmental processes are viewed
or understood.
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From reader reviews:

Eleonora Plunkett:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice simply by
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Yes, by
reading a guide your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading the book, we give you this Images of Childhood book as nice and daily
reading publication. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Joseph Vargas:

The reason why? Because this Images of Childhood is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book
waiting for you to snap this but latter it will surprise you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book
close to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside
easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of gains
than the other book possess such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking way. So , still
want to hold up having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Lisa Lee:

Beside this specific Images of Childhood in your phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the new
knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from the oven so don't
possibly be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Images
of Childhood because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you sometimes have book
but you would not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this
with your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use
you still want to miss this? Find this book and also read it from right now!

Jennifer Lewis:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of searching from
it. It is named of book Images of Childhood. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving
behind the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is
most essential that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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