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Since Vietnam introduced economic reforms in the mid-1980s, domestic service has become an established
sector of the labour market, and domestic workers have become indispensable to urban life in the rapidly
changing country. This book analyzes the ways in which the practices and discourses of domestic service
serve to forge and contest emerging class identities in post-reform Vietnam. Drawing on a rich and diverse
range of qualitative data, including ethnographies, interviews, and narratives, it shows that such practices and
discourses are rooted in cultural notions of gender and rural-urban difference and enduring socialist
structures of feeling, which, in turn, clash with the realities of growing differentiation. Domestic workers’
experiences reveal negotiations with class boundaries actively set by the urban middle class, who seek
distinction through emerging notions and practices of domesticity. These boundaries are nevertheless riddled
with gender and class anxiety on the side of the latter, partly because of the very struggles and contestations
of the domestic workers. More broadly, Minh T. N. Nguyen links the often invisible intimate dynamics of
class formation in the domestic sphere with wider political economic processes in a post-socialist country
embarking on marketization while retaining the political control of a party-state.

As a pioneering ethnographic study of domestic service in Vietnam today, this book will be of great interest
to students and scholars of Southeast Asian culture & society, social anthropology, gender studies, human
geography and development studies.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Dawson:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take
a stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book allowed Vietnam's Socialist
Servants: Domesticity, Class, Gender, and Identity (Asia's Transformations)? Maybe it is to be best activity
for you. You already know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can wiser than
before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have different opinion?

Whitney Martinez:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys this specific aren't like that. This Vietnam's Socialist Servants: Domesticity, Class, Gender, and Identity
(Asia's Transformations) book is readable by means of you who hate those straight word style. You will find
the information here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving perhaps decrease the
knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer connected with Vietnam's Socialist Servants: Domesticity,
Class, Gender, and Identity (Asia's Transformations) content conveys objective easily to understand by many
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different in the form of it. So , do
you even now thinking Vietnam's Socialist Servants: Domesticity, Class, Gender, and Identity (Asia's
Transformations) is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Terry Myers:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Vietnam's Socialist Servants: Domesticity, Class,
Gender, and Identity (Asia's Transformations) was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we
know that book Vietnam's Socialist Servants: Domesticity, Class, Gender, and Identity (Asia's
Transformations) has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigation
company Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book tend to
be make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book in your case and
try to like reading that will.

Irma Lovern:

E-book is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year to be able to year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By
book Vietnam's Socialist Servants: Domesticity, Class, Gender, and Identity (Asia's Transformations) we can
acquire more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To get creative person must choose to read a
book. Just choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this time
book Vietnam's Socialist Servants: Domesticity, Class, Gender, and Identity (Asia's Transformations). You



can more desirable than now.
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