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In this first biography of an extraordinary circle of friends, Patricia O'Toole re-creates the lives of five
remarkable Americans, revealing how they left their mark on the turbulent decades of the late nineteenth
century - a time that saw the opening of the American West, the early stirring of feminism, the rise of the
robber barons, and the emergence of the United States as a world power. The quintet included Henry Adams,
historian and scion of America's foremost political dynasty; his wife, Clover, spirited and witty, a gifted
photographer, and tragic victim of depression; John Hay, who began his Washington career as a secretary in
Lincoln's White House and ended as secretary of state; his wife, Clara, heiress to an Ohio industrial fortune
and the personification of upper-class Victorian morality; and Clarence King, a dashing, charismatic
scientist-turned-entrepreneur who never managed to live up to his first triumph - a brilliant geological survey
of the West. Calling themselves the Five of Hearts, the friends came together in 1880 at Henry and Clover
Adams's home in Washington. They gossiped about politics, discovered their mutual love of painting and
literature, and shared the closely guarded secret that the anonymous author of the year's literary sensation,
"Democracy" was Adams himself. The Five of Hearts befriended many of their notable contemporaries, from
writers Henry James, Mark Twain, Bret Harte, W.D. Howells, Edith Wharton, and Robert Louis Stevenson
to painters John LaFarge and John Singer Sargent, architects H.H. Richardson and Stanford White, sculptor
Augustus Saint-Gaudens, and every president from Abraham Lincoln to Theodore Roosevelt. A natural
story-teller who combines the compassion of the biographer with the dispassion of the historian, Patricia
O'Toole has created an engaging - and deeply touching - account of the Five of Hearts and the worlds of
power, privilege and genius in which they lived.
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From reader reviews:

Jesse Fox:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important normally. The book The Five of Hearts: An Intimate Portrait of Henry
Adams and his Friends 1880-1918 has been making you to know about other expertise and of course you can
take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The publication The Five of Hearts: An
Intimate Portrait of Henry Adams and his Friends 1880-1918 is not only giving you much more new
information but also to be your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read
your e-book. Try to make relationship with all the book The Five of Hearts: An Intimate Portrait of Henry
Adams and his Friends 1880-1918. You never really feel lose out for everything in the event you read some
books.

Vivian Obrien:

Typically the book The Five of Hearts: An Intimate Portrait of Henry Adams and his Friends 1880-1918 has
a lot info on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written
by the very famous author. Tom makes some research ahead of write this book. That book very easy to read
you will get the point easily after perusing this book.

Eddie Barber:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like comic,
limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting The Five of Hearts: An Intimate Portrait
of Henry Adams and his Friends 1880-1918 that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by
simply reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the method for people to know
world considerably better then how they react to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading
practice only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of
you who want to start reading as your good habit, you are able to pick The Five of Hearts: An Intimate
Portrait of Henry Adams and his Friends 1880-1918 become your own personal starter.

Katie Duffy:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind expertise
or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find book that
need more time to be examine. The Five of Hearts: An Intimate Portrait of Henry Adams and his Friends
1880-1918 can be your answer given it can be read by an individual who have those short spare time
problems.
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