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Urban parks such as New York City's Central Park provide vital public spaces where city dwellers of all
races and classes can mingle safely while enjoying a variety of recreations. By coming together in these
relaxed settings, different groups become comfortable with each other, thereby strengthening their
communities and the democratic fabric of society. But just the opposite happens when, by design or in
ignorance, parks are made inhospitable to certain groups of people.

This pathfinding book argues that cultural diversity should be a key goal in designing and maintaining urban
parks. Using case studies of New York City's Prospect Park, Orchard Beach in Pelham Bay Park, and Jacob
Riis Park in the Gateway National Recreation Area, as well as New York's Ellis Island Bridge Proposal and
Philadelphia's Independence National Historical Park, the authors identify specific ways to promote,
maintain, and manage cultural diversity in urban parks. They also uncover the factors that can limit park use,
including historical interpretive materials that ignore the contributions of different ethnic groups, high
entrance or access fees, park usage rules that restrict ethnic activities, and park "restorations" that focus only
on historical or aesthetic values. With the wealth of data in this book, urban planners, park professionals, and
all concerned citizens will have the tools to create and maintain public parks that serve the needs and
interests of all the public.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Blum:

Often the book Rethinking Urban Parks: Public Space and Cultural Diversity will bring you to the new
experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. If you try to
find new book you just read, this book very appropriate to you. The book Rethinking Urban Parks: Public
Space and Cultural Diversity is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from
the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Virginia Mack:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their own reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve
their proficiency in writing, they also doing some research before they write to their book. One of them is
this Rethinking Urban Parks: Public Space and Cultural Diversity.

Joann Huertas:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Rethinking Urban Parks: Public Space and Cultural Diversity your brain will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely might be your mind friends.
Imaging every single word written in a publication then become one web form conclusion and explanation
that will maybe you never get previous to. The Rethinking Urban Parks: Public Space and Cultural Diversity
giving you yet another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful information
for your better life on this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind
will be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this
extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Rebecca Walton:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that need more
time to be learn. Rethinking Urban Parks: Public Space and Cultural Diversity can be your answer because it
can be read by a person who have those short spare time problems.
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