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The nineteenth century seems to have been full of hysterical women - or so they were diagnosed. Where are
they now? The very disease no longer exists. In this fascinating account, Andrew Scull tells the story of
Hysteria - an illness that disappeared not through medical endeavour, but through growing understanding and
cultural change. More generally, it raises the question of how diseases are framed, and how conceptions of a
disease change through history.

The lurid history of hysteria makes fascinating reading. Charcot's clinics showed off flamboyantly
'hysterical' patients taking on sexualized poses, and among the visiting professionals was one Sigmund
Freud. Scull discusses the origins of the idea of hysteria, the development of a neurological approach by John
Sydenham and others, hysteria as a fashionable condition, and its growth from the 17th century. Some
regarded it as a peculiarly English malady, 'the natural concomitant of England's greater civilization and
refinement'. Women were the majority of patients, and the illness became associated with female biology,
resulting in some gruesome 'treatments'. Charcot and Freud were key practitioners defining the nature of the
illness. But curiously, the illness seemed to swap gender during the First World War when male hysterics
frequently suffering from shell shock were also subjected to brutal 'treatments'. Subsequently, the 'disease'
declined and eventually disappeared, at least in professional circles, though attenuated elements remain,
reclassified for instance as post-traumatic stress disorder.
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Herr:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Hysteria: The disturbing history. Try to stumble through book Hysteria: The
disturbing history as your good friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you sense alone and beside
that course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you much
more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let me make new experience as
well as knowledge with this book.

Ira Knudsen:

The guide with title Hysteria: The disturbing history has lot of information that you can learn it. You can get
a lot of benefit after read this book. This kind of book exist new know-how the information that exist in this
e-book represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement
of the world. This particular book will bring you throughout new era of the the positive effect. You can read
the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Mary Summers:

Book is one of source of information. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those guides have
many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. From the
book Hysteria: The disturbing history we can have more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To
become creative person must want to read a book. Just choose the best book that acceptable with your aim.
Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with this book Hysteria: The disturbing history. You can more
attractive than now.

Kirk Mathews:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
a book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of news. Within this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
seeking the Hysteria: The disturbing history when you essential it?
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