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Who decides how, when, and where Americans fall in love and get married? Virginia Wexman's acute
observations about movie stars and acting techniques show that Hollywood has often had the most powerful
voice in demonstrating socially sanctioned ways of becoming a couple. Until now serious film critics have
paid little attention to the impact of performance styles on American romance, and have often treated
"patriarchy," "sexuality," and the "couple" as monolithic and unproblematic concepts. Wexman, however,
shows how these notions have been periodically transformed in close association with the appearance,
behavior, and persona of the stars of films such as The Maltese Falcon, The Big Sleep, Way Down East, The
Man Who Shot Liberty Valance, Sunset Boulevard, On the Waterfront, Nashville, House of Games, and Do
the Right Thing.

The author focuses first on the way in which traditional marriage norms relate to authorship (the Griffith-
Gish collaboration) and genre (John Wayne and the Western). Looking at male and female stardom in terms
of the development of "companionate marriage," she discusses the love goddess and the impact of method
acting on Hollywood's ideals of maleness. Finally she considers the recent breakdown of the ideal of
monogamous marriage in relation to Hollywood's experimentation with self-reflexive acting styles. Creating
the Couple is must reading for film scholars and enthusiasts, and it will fascinate everyone interested in the
changing relationships of men and women in modern culture.
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From reader reviews:

Kathleen Owens:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or this for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't would like do that. You must know how great and important the book Creating the Couple. All type of
book are you able to see on many options. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Eloisa Hurd:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the subject Creating the
Couple suitable to you? Often the book was written by popular writer in this era. Typically the book untitled
Creating the Coupleis the one of several books which everyone read now. That book was inspired many men
and women in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever
know prior to. The author explained their concept in the simple way, so all of people can easily to understand
the core of this reserve. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. In
order to see the represented of the world with this book.

Ronald Jackson:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach,
or picnic inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to
something different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill
your no cost time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should
read. If you want to consider look for book, may be the guide untitled Creating the Couple can be excellent
book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Justin Belz:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find e-book that need more time to
be learn. Creating the Couple can be your answer because it can be read by you actually who have those
short spare time problems.
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