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The Spirit and the Shotgun explores the role of armed self-defense in tandem with nonviolent protestsin the
African American freedom struggle of the 1950s and 1960s. Confronted with violent attacks by the Ku Klux
Klan and other racist terrorists, southern blacks adopted Martin Luther King's philosophy of nonviolent
resistance as atactic, Wendt argues, but at the same time armed themselves out of necessity and pride.
Sophisticated self-defense units patrolled black neighborhoods, guarded the homes of movement leaders,
rescued activists from harm, and occasionally traded shots with their white attackers. These patrols enhanced
and sustained local movementsin the face of white aggression. They aso provoked vigorous debate within
traditionally nonviolent civil rights organizations such as SNCC, CORE, and the NAACP.

This study reevaluates black militants such as Malcolm X and the Black Panther Party and also appraises
largely unknown protective agencies in Tuscal 0osa, Cleveland, and other locales. Not confined to one state,
one organization, or the best-known activists, thisis the first balanced history of armed self-defense that
begins with the southern civil rights movement and ends with the Black Power era.

Drawing on extensive research from awide variety of sourcesto build his case, Wendt argues that during the
Black Power years, armed resistance became largely symbolic and ultimately counterproductive to the black
struggle--no longer coexisting with peaceful protest in “the spirit and the shotgun” philosophy that had
served the southern movement so effectively. Thisis an essential volume for historians and students of the
era
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From reader reviews:
Janelle Smith:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for usto learn everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read abook. They are really
reading whatever they get because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you will want this The Spirit and the Shotgun: Armed Resistance and the Struggle
for Civil Rights (New Perspectives on the History of the South).

Amanda Chatham:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get alot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Books can aso inspire alot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own reader with their
story or their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young
ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to improve
their ability in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them isthis
The Spirit and the Shotgun: Armed Resistance and the Struggle for Civil Rights (New Perspectives on the
History of the South).

Jessie Nathan:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may doesn't work
at thispoint is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic asin the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer might be The Spirit and the Shotgun: Armed Resistance and the
Struggle for Civil Rights (New Perspectives on the History of the South) why because the wonderful cover
that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content will be
fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Y our reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this
book.

Sandra Romero:

Asascholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart or real their
pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along with can't see colorful
images on there. Y eah, it isto get complicated. Book is very important in your case. Aswe know that on this



era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore,
this The Spirit and the Shotgun: Armed Resistance and the Struggle for Civil Rights (New Perspectives on
the History of the South) can make you experience more interested to read.
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